
I Corinthians 13 The Love Chapter 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. 

Agape Love is self-sacrificing 

John 15:13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 

his life for his friends. 

Love was manifested in the death of Christ: 

I John 3:16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down 

his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

Love is Divine: 

John 15:9  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue 

ye in my love. 

Love is un-selfish cf: 

Matthew 22:36-39  Master, which is the great commandment in the 

law?  22:37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  22:38  

This is the first and great commandment. 22:39  And the second is like 

unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

Love is Proof of discipleship 

John 13:35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 

have love one to another. 

Love is to do what He said and commanded us: 

John 14:23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he 

will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 

unto him, and make our abode with him. 



We are to become Christ like and love as He loved 

John 15:12  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I 

have loved you. 

Abounding Love: 

I Thessalonians 3:12  And the Lord make you to increase and abound 

in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward 

you: 

Ephesians 3:16  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his 

glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 3:17  

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 

grounded in love, 3:18  May be able to comprehend with all saints what 

is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 3:19  And to know 

the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled 

with all the fulness of God. 

Fervent Love: 

I Peter 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 

through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love 

one another with a pure heart fervently. 

Love is inseparable: 

Romans 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword?  

I John 4:16  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to 

us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 

in him. 

 

 



"This praise of love, is almost a psalm on love it might be called, is as 

rich in its contents drawn from deep experience as in rhetorical truth, 

fullness and power, grace and simplicity."--Meyer. 

I Corinthians 13:1  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 

angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a 

tinkling cymbal. 

V:1. Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels. In chapter 

12 he has spoken of spiritual gifts, one of which was to speak with 

tongues or languages. 

1Corinthians 12:31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I 

unto you a more excellent way. 

"A more excellent way" is now to be shown. 

Hence, various spiritual gifts are taken up and shown to be useless 

and vain without love. If he spoke not only with the tongues of men, 

but even those of angels, it would be, without love, an empty sound, 

like sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. The latter was a brazen 

basin, which was beaten. The sounds of these instruments would not 

be musical.  

I Corinthians 13:2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 

understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all 

faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 

nothing 

V:2. Though I have the gift of prophecy. Another and a high spiritual 

gift. The prophet was one who, under divine impulse, spoke words 

given by the Holy Spirit.  

And understand all mysteries. Have supernatural wisdom so as to 

understand all the secrets of God.  And all knowledge.  



Knowledge was the aptitude to teach unerringly what had been 

revealed to the apostles and prophets. 

Though I have all faith.  

Not that faith which comes by hearing, but that faith which carried 

miraculous power, faith that could remove mountains cf: 

Matthew 17:20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: 

for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 

shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it 

shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you 

 It is clear that Paul knew of the teaching of Christ, since the test of 

the power of faith is the same, “remove mountains”.  

I Corinthians 13:3  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 

and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it 

profiteth me nothing. 

V:3. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor. Though I 

exhibit what the world calls charity in the highest degree, unless he is 

filled with love, it is nothing.  One might give his goods from a desire of 

praise. Though I give my body to be burned. I Give not only my goods, 

but his body itself. If, like a Buddhist ascetic, I leap into the flames to 

burn away the dross and to purify my spirit. These sacrifices are 

useless unless consecrated by love. All these things are excellent if 

sanctified by the divine principle of love, but are profitless without it.  

I Corinthians 13:4  Charity suffereth long, and  is kind; charity envieth 

not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 

V:4. The action of love is now described.  Love suffereth long. Endures 

slights and wrongs patiently and long, and returns a kindly spirit. It is 

"slow to anger"  



Psalm 103:8  The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 

plenteous in mercy.  

Christ, Peter tells us "when he was reviled, reviled not again"  

I Peter 2:23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 

suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 

righteously: 

"The fruit of the Spirit is long-suffering"  

Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

gentleness, goodness, faith, 5:23  Meekness, temperance: against 

such there is no law. 

Romans 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and 

forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God 

leadeth thee to repentance? 

Love envieth not.  How miserable is that envy which is made unhappy 

by the good fortune of another. Cain is an example. Love excludes it. A 

mother does not envy her child. Vaunteth not itself. Does not 

ostentatiously boast of superiority, nor is it inflated.  

I Corinthians 13:5  Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 

own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 

V:5. Does not behave itself unseemly.  Discourteously and in a way to 

shock good manners or morals.  Seeketh not her own.    

Rom 12:9-10  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is 

evil; cleave to that which is good. 12:10  Be kindly affectioned one to 

another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 

Is not easily provoked.  Does not fly into a rage, but keeps the temper 

under control.  



Thinketh no evil. The idea of the original Greek is that love does not 

keep a record of evil rendered so as to return it.  

I Corinthians 13:6  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 

V:6. Rejoiceth not in iniquity. Instead of rejoicing, is filled with 

sadness by wrong doing of any kind, but does rejoice with the truth in 

its triumphs.  

I Corinthians 13:7  Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 

things, endureth all things. 

V:7. Beareth all things.  Bears up in spite of all things evil, and is not 

overcome. This is the idea of "beareth." Love bears up against the tide 

of evil, as the rock against the waves.  

Believeth all things. Is not distrustful and suspicious.   

Hopeth all things. Is hopeful instead of despondent, and hopes for the 

best. How hard for the loving mother and father to give up hope for 

their Prodigal son!   

Endureth all things. Endures patiently persecution and suffering. The 

cardinal quality of fortitude, hardihood, unyielding persistence in the 

face of hardship is meant. 

I Corinthians 13:8  Charity never faileth: but whether there be 

prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 

whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

V:8. Love never faileth. The superiority of love over all is shown by its 

survival of Love against all with which it is compared. It is eternal and 

imperishable.  

Whether there be prophecies they shall fail. The gift of prophesying 

shall cease.  As a matter of fact we know that it has long since done 

so. Whether there be tongues. The gift of speaking in unknown 

tongues was transitory.  Knowledge.  Even the supernatural 



knowledge, granted as a spiritual gift, is temporary. All these were 

only granted while the church was in an immature state.  

I Corinthians 13:9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

V:9. For we know in part, and prophesy in part. This is a reason why 

these gifts should pass away. Our knowledge is now only partial, and 

the prophecy only gives glimpses. These are all imperfect and 

fragmentary, and hence must give way to something better. 

I Corinthians 13:10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that 

which is in part shall be done away. 

V:10. When that which is perfect is come, then the partial knowledge 

and prophecy will be done away. The imperfect will give way to the 

perfect; the perishable to the enduring. "The perfect"  Greek tellos is a 

neuter noun, Jesus is never referred to as a neuter noun any where in 

scripture but Peter couls say by the time he wrote II Peter 

II Peter 1:3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all 

things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of 

him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 

I Corinthians 13:11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I 

understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I 

put away childish things. 

V:11. When I was a child. In these verses the change he has declared 

will take place is illustrated by the change from childhood to manhood. 

The speech, thoughts and feelings of the child give way to those of the 

man. So it will be when the church moves on from childhood to full 

development.  

I Corinthians 13:12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then 

face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I 

am known. 



V:12. For now we see in a glass. In a "mirror." The mirrors of the 

ancients were of polished metal, and were far inferior to ours today. 

The images were indistinct in comparison. They were seen darkly, 

indistinctly, imperfectly. Thus in this state of our knowledge of divine 

things is imperfect and incomplete.  

But then face to face. We will not look in a glass in the coming state, 

but will see face to face, without a veil, or obscurity.  

Now I know in part. There were limitations upon the knowledge even 

of Paul; only a part was seen. But then, when the veil is taken away, 

and the full revelation has come in the presence of Christ, he shall 

know fully, he shall fully know God, eternity and its secrets, even as 

he is known to God. Thus it is shown that all these spiritual gifts are 

fleeting.  

I Corinthians 13:13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 

but the greatest of these is charity. 

V:13. But now abideth faith, hope, love.  These three shall survive. 

They are eternal. They continue to exist in the church, and shall not 

fail in its glorified state.  As long as the redeemed saint shall have 

future ages before him these will continue.  Faith which is trust in God 

and hope which is assurance give us brightness, while love itself is the 

very atmosphere of the divine life.  

The greatest of these is love. The greatest because it glorifies both 

faith and hope, sanctifies every faculty and Christian grace, is the very 

moving impulse of the gospel, and is the one quality that is divine. 

"God is love." 
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