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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this material is to provide a working knowleddbheo¥arious laws and
system of laws which are mentioned by several of tlitersrin the New Testament when
explaining to other Christians about the Good News ois€Chnd our relationship with
God.

While this is not intended to be an exhaustive studywfilais hoped that the topics
covered will provide a solid framework through which one came to a clearer
understanding of many difficult passages which relate t€tinestian and law.

This groundwork will help us to understand the condition dhatsouls were in before
Jesus died for usWhen we get a hold of this, we will then love God lke have never
loved Him before. There will always be room in ourrkeéor a deeper appreciation for
the Love of God for us by coming to a clearer understanai the price that was paid for
our sinsand the Spiritual Freedom that has been so freely givas.t

NOTE: This material may be reproduced but not sold.



THE LAW OF SIN AND DEAH
“ The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone wheleves ! *
¢Rans 1:16 )
Question -What does the word Gospel meaAfiswer - Good News!

Question -What is the Good NewsAnswer - We have been set flee
( Galatians p:1

Question- What have we been set free frordthswer - The Law of Sin and Death
(Romans 8: 1-2)

Question- What was the Law of Sin and DeatAnswer - Very simply, if you sin,
you will di@r just break one command / law and you are condemned.

Question- When did God put this law into effec&nswer - In the Garden of Eden
when God said “ The day that yowé#he Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil, you shall die.”

Question- What kind of death was God talking about, physical or t8pif?
Answer - Spiritual.

Question- How do we know that it was Spiritual deatAdswer - Because Adam ate
of the fruit yet lived to be 930 yeaid. ( Genesis 5:5) In Romans 5:12 we
read that sin brings forth death.Rivew that this is Spiritual death since
babies die physically yet never sihaad also the mentally retarded die
physically yet never sinned.

God created man with physical life, Eternal Life, amdr&asting existencd Matthew
25:46, Mark 3:29, Il Samuel 12:23, John 17:2-3, | John 3:15; 5:11).

Eternal life is mentioned 30 times in the New Testamaed every time it is speaking of
a Quality of Life that God gives to us that live with hi@od gives us Eternal Life when
we accept his Son as our Savour. ( |1 John 5:11-12 and John L7E1e8nal Life means
far more than lasting forever, because lasting foreught well be a curse and not a
blessing, such as those who will be punished forever hatldévil and his angels.
Eternal Life means nothing other than the Life of Gmaself What God promises us is




that here and now there can be given to us a shane oéry Life of God. Spiritual life is
in its very nature Eternal because it comes from @loal is an Eternal Spirit, so God
shares with us His Life which is of an Eternal Quality.

Question- Why is it so necessary for God to share with usltfe? Answer - In | John
1:1-3 it says that His Life makes it possible for us teeHallowship with one another,
and with the Father, and with His Son Jesus ChriseWie have fellowship with the
Life of God, we patrticipate in the Eternal Life whidle shares with all of those who are
in Jesus ChristAll others are dead, separated from the Life of Gdis iB Spiritual
death. This should help us to see how important it is te Bé®rnal Life abiding in us so
that God can have fellowship with us.

Question- When Adam sinned, what was he separated frém&wver - Eternal Life the
fellowship of the very Life of GaAllso, the flesh began a decaying process
and soon would return to dust. ( Gerge49 ). A man is separated from
God when he is separated from VWAwat alone can give and that is Eternal

_Lifeln Ephesians 2:1 and Colossians 2:13, we read of people wko wer

dead.
How? They had lost their life with God because of theis si

Question- How were the Ephesians made alive in Ephesians 2:AnS®er - They
were given back their life with Gddhis helps us to see that there are two
distinct kinds or qualities of life.

Question- What are these two kinds of life®nswer - Life of the flesh and Life from
God or Eternal Lif@ohn says in | John 5:13 that “ | have written to you who
believe, that you may know, that yrave ( present tense ) Eternal Life.
(John 3:36; 5:24; 6:33-35, 53-54 and | 3dl#). It is very important that
we understand that we can know vdreihnot we are saved. John says that
we can know nowow? By God'’s written word. ( 1 John 5:13, Romans 6:
13-23).

By being made free from the terrible Law of Sin andtB&#ich once separated us from
God, Christians now have Assurance of Salvatietause as long as we walk in the
light of the revealed word, living as a Christian astlvee can, Christ’s blood keeps us
clean in spite of our inability to be sinlessly perfédtJohn 1:7 ). In Romans 6:14 we
read that sin shall not have dominion over us; Foakgenot under law but grace.
Christians are now under Christ, not answerable to ThedfdMoses, nor are we under
the curse of The Law of sin and Deatlnis does not mean that we are perfect,
nevertheless, we are free from the condemnatiomof Romans 8:1 ).

There have been two extremes reached because of misuretanding the Biblical
teachings on the subject of Grace and Assurance of Salvation :



1. One extreme is to use this doctrine as a licensia tbat grace may abounih
Romans 6:1-2 Paul makes it very clear that God ngtfordids such, but part of the
Christian doctrine which we accept in order to bedrgom sin is that we agree to
become bond slaves to God's will until dedthe entire passage in Romans 6:1-23
teaches that we are dead to sin and alive to Godlonet practice sin as a way of
life, because now we practice righteousnessnasyaf life.

2. The other extreme is that freedom from The Law pféfid Death is equivaletd
freedom from the possibility of ever being Iddbwever, the Scriptures are very clear
that willful sin condemns even those who haveivedethe Knowledge of the Truth,
and further insists that the continual cleansingiglitioned on the continual
obedience of faith. (1 John 1:7 and Revelation 2:IThe Word of God makes it
very plain that the Christian can so sin as to be Eterrlg Lost. (Romans 11:20-22,

| Corinthians 10: 1-12, Il Peter 2:20-22 ). The Bible makeery clear that there is a
great difference between willful sin, and makingistake in a moment of weakness.
willful sin separates us from God and the bloo@lufist ( Revelation 2: 4-5 and
Hebrews 10:26 ). When sin is not willful / prematit, it does not separate us from
Christ’s blood( | John 1:7).

Question- What did Christ come to save us frorAAswer - Jesus came to Redeem us
of our sins, past and futu(eMatthew 1:21 , | Timothy 1:15)

Question- Before The Law of Moses was given, what conditi@hsin leave man in?
Man was Spiritually dead, separ&t@ah God.( Isaiah 59.2, Romans 5:14 ).

Question- When The Law of Moses was given, what provisionitdidake to forgive
men of their sing®swer - None. ( Romans 3:20, Galatians 2:16 ).

Question -Was The Law of Moses and The Law of Sin and Deatlsahae thing?
Answer - No

Question- Is The Law of Moses in effect todayshswer - No

Question- Is The Law of Sin and Death in effect todakfswer - Yes. Those outside
of _Christ are condemned byRtomans 8:2 ).

Question- Since babies are born with physical live, Eterntd &nd everlasting
existence like Adam, when do thesgltheir Eternal Life’Answer - When
they break a Commandment of Godkangv that they are doing so.
(Romans 7:7-11).

Question- When does a child reach the age of accountabifty8wer - When he or she
knows that they are breaking GodimmandsAt this point The Law of Sin
and Death goes into effect and ikdeath / separation occurs. When The
Law of Sin and Death passes uportloidren, it should be a very urgent
time in our lives




Question- In Romans 7:7-11 Paul says there was a time infaigshen he was not
under the Law of God. When was thAsBwer - When he was a child and
did not know The Law of God

Question- If Paul was not under The Law of God, what law wadiving under?
Answer - The law of his parentPuring this time Paul could lie, steal or disobey his
parents and it was not sin, becaesgid not know that these were Laws of
God.

Question- When did these things become Laws of God to Pani§wer - When he
gained knowledge.

Question- When was Paul alive oncefswer - When he was a child and still had
Eternal Life within hinfPaul said “ When the Commandment came, | died *

Question- What kind of death did Paul die®nswer - Spiritual death / separation from
God when he came face to fach Whe Law of Sin and DeathAt this point
in Paul's life lying, stealing, andaleying his parents became sin. In
| Corinthians 15:56 Paul says thasthength of sin is the Lavin Romans
7:24 Paul said that he became miseaaia wretched when he found out
about The Law of Sin and Death enretl out “ Who shall deliver me from
the body of this death?n Romans 7:25 he gives theswer; “ | thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord! “

In Romans 8:1-3 Paul says that The Law of The Spitiifefin Christ Jesus was able to
do what The Law of Moses could not do, and that wasttossiee from The Law of Sin
and DeathThe Law of Sin and Death immediately separates a roam God’s
Fellowship, when he willfully sins, and Paul states thare was nothing that The Law
of Moses could do about it.

Question- What were the legal requirements of The Law of d@sAnswer - Sinless
perfection( Deuteronomy 27:26, Jeremiah 11:3, Galatians 3:10,
Il Corinthians 3:6-9, Ezekiel 18:4 heTLaw demanded sinless perfection
and human flesh was not ableve gior live it This is what Pauls says in
Romans 8:3 when he says that ThedfaMoses was weak through the
flesh_. So since The Law of ®sould do absolutely nothing to stop
death’s doing of The Law of Sinld&eath, it left the sinner helplessly and
hopelessly separated from Gadretched - Romans 7:24 ).

When a man sins, he is killed Spiritually by The Lavof and Death as described by
Paul in Romans 7:1This being the case, all men from Adam to the secomidngpof
Christ pass under the curse of The Law of Sin and Dé&bmans 5:12 ) and into the
bondage of Satan ( Hebrews 2:14-15). It is very importetwe understand the
terribleness of The Law of Sin and Deaite will never be able to appreciate the Grace
of God like we ought to, until we understand the conditi@t The Law of Sin and Death




left us in, before we came to believe in Christ.

The Law of Moses operated strictly through manpowewylisat The Law could not do
(‘and that was to make a man righteous once he sinned hi@self would have to do if
it was to be doneAnd God did it by making it possible for us to be set freeugh the
power of justification through faith in Jesus. Whena&e Justified by Faith, we are not
only freed from all our sins, but also from The Law of &d DeathThanks be to God
for his Grace. In John 14:6 Jesus said “ | Am the WayTthéh and the Life ( Eternal
Life ) !

It is important for us to understand the price that was pad for our sins. The
following Questions focus on some aspects of this prluemshould produce greater
appreciation for the love of God for all of us. If owahts can get a firm hold of these
thing, we will be motivated to greater heights of sereind devotion.

Question- Since God’s Law demanded that sin be paid for, whattheprice that God
put upon sin&nswer - Spiritual deatlfRomans 6:23 ) and a Perfect Blood
SacrificéHebrews 9:11-14; 10:16-19 ).

Question- Could man ever redeem himselhswer - No. God made no provision for
man to redeem himself by his ownrédfoecause all of man’s efforts lead to
_deathf just physical death paid for man’s sins, then alhmeuld be
saved because all die.

Question- Define Spiritual deathAnswer - Left up to man it was being forever
separated from God

Question- Who came and paid this debt for man that he could ry& paswer - Jesus.

Question- What did it cost Jesugthswer - It cost Him His physical life, as He shed His
Blood for us and it required His leseparated from GodHe tasted of
Spiritual deatkVe usually only think of Christ’s physical death as that
which paid for our sins, but if welkomore closely at the true price, we will
see that there is more to it tte.

Question- Since Jewish history tells us that the road to Roa limed with crosses
where people were crucified, whatlendesus’ death such a great occasion
when hundreds of others had diednee kind of death?

Answer-_Jesus was the only one who was God’s Sdte was the only One that was
Crucified who had kept The Law pelfe¢ie was the only One Crucified
that was separated from God witlzosingle sinHe was the only Perfect

Sacrifice out of all that were crucified and He was the only One who was
nailed to a Cross that The Lawiofand Death had no power over because
He had never sinned.




Question- Why was Jesus hanging on the cross th&n8wer - He was there in our
place.

Question- What did God say through Isaiah that sin doAs®wer - It separates one
from God ( Isaiah 59:2).

Question- In addition to Christ’s blood what else did He paf?swer - He experienced
Spiritual separation from Gaglrequired by God through the words spoken
by Isaiah. If physical death only Wdopay for man’s sins, then why did
Jesus cry out just before His deally God, My God, Why Hast Thou
Forsaken Me? “ ( Matthew 27:46 ).

Question- In Hebrews 2:9 we are told that “ Jesus by the graGod should taste death
for every man “. What does thesse meanAnswer - Christians do not
have to taste of the death thatd tasted of because He did it forSsthis

death that Jesus tasted of could not mean physical death la&se if Jesus

doesn’t come back while we are still alive, we will have e physically.
Therefore, the death that Heetésif for us was Spiritual death. This is what
The Law of Sin and Death requitéd.died for us so that we won't have to
die (| Thessalonians 5:10 ). Thiteta$ Spiritual death is referred to in the
Book of Acts as “ His soul wag edt in Hell “ ( Acts 2:27-31).

It is noteworthy that Jesus, although He was sufferirrote from the pains of the body
seemed to be receiving strength from His Heavenly Fadwause He did not say
anything to indicate otherwis€onsider Jesus words in John 16:32: “ | am not alone,
because The Father is with Me.” It must have beanjtist before He died, God placed
all of the sins of the world on Hiill Corinthians 5:21 ) and then turned His back on
Him. If not, why did Jesus cry out “ My God, My God, Why Hakou Forsaken Me? “

We must see the terribleness of The Law of Sin andide=bre we can fully appreciate
the love that God has for.ud/e must see just how much He hates\8la.are completely
unworthy of all His Mercy and Grace, but He has madeeisshivith Christ because He
wants us to be in Heaven with Him. We can now stasidfigd before God everyday, not
because of our doings but because of what He has dous (dritus 3:4-7 ).




THE BEGINNING OF LAW

In Genesis 2:15 the Lord God took Adam and put him in the Garfdeden to dress and
keep it. Up to this point in the Book of Genesis nothggaid about law, but in Genesis
2:17 we find the first recording in the Bible concerning lavi8ut of the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil thou shalt not eat; for indag that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die. “

Question- What is a simple name for this Law&hswer - The Law of Sin and Death.

Question- Did this Law that God gave them demand flawless obedi2Answer - Yes
It said “ If you eat, you will di&é

In Genesis 4:6 Cain killed his brother Abel. In Genesis-43 God tells of his
punishment to Cain for the wrong that he had done and @gdrtisat his punishment is
greater than he can bear. These verses illustratedhee kind of law was in existence
Also, in Genesis 6:5 God says that the people’s hearts @n evil continually, again
indicating that there was some kind of law in effddtis was about 1536 years after God
had created man.

In Romans 5:12 we read “ Wherefore, as by one man smeghinto the world and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all men for all have sihReain this verse we learn
that there was some kind of law that had its beginningn/Adam ate of the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Ejlright and wrong ). In Romans 5:14 “ Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam to Moses even over them that haginoéd after the similitude of
Adam’s transgression, who is a figure of Him that veasdme. “

Question- What would these people have had to do to sin like Adiamed?

Answer - They would have had to eat of the forbidden frUitis verse ( Romans 5:14 )
says that they did not do that,dnilitthey died Spiritually because of other
sins in their lives. This contindegell us that there was some kind of law in
existence.

In Romans 2:14 we read “ For when the Gentiles, whiele nat the Law, do by nature
the things contained in the Law, these, having not the bae a Law unto themselves. *

Question- What law was it that Paul said that the Gentilesndit have?
Answer - The Law of MosesYet Paul said they did by nature the things contained in
The Law of Moses.

Question- What part of The Law of Moses was Paul referring/ben he said they did
these things by nature? Was hernedeto The Moral Law in the Law of
Moses or The Ceremonial Law in Tha of Moses? Or both?
Answer - The Moral Law, because in Romans 2:15 it says hHest ‘tshow the work of
The Law written in their hearts.
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Question- Was Adam created with The Moral Law written in lesrt as mentioned of
the Gentiles in Romans 2:14-¥g%wer - No. If he was, why was he
forbidden to eat of the Tree of Kimdwledge of Good and Evil if he already
knew the difference between ragtd wron@

Question- What do the words “Moral Lawhean?Answer - that which is morally
wrongin Romans 5:12 we have already read that Adam’s ssedau
everyone to sin.

Question- How did his sin cause other’s to si&khswer - When he ate of the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil, hentkeew what was right and wrong
morallyPart of God’s Plan was then to implant, write uponsarts
of future generations His Moral Law.

Question- Did Adam break The Moral Law when he ate of the fiatbn fruit?
Answer - No. The Moral Law did not say “ do not eat of thebfdden fruit”. ( Romans
5:14).

Question- As stated earlier in Romans 5:14 death reigned fronmAdavioses due to
sin. What law did men breakfswer - The Moral Law.

Question- Who set The Law of Sin and Death in motioAffsswer - Adam.

Question- When did he set it in motion&nswer - When he disobeyed God’s command
to not eat of the forbidden fruit.

Question- How long was The Law of Sin and Death in effeét?swer - Until the end
of time when Christ comes agé&iRomans 8:1 ).

Question- Is The Moral Law a Law of Sin and Deat@hswer - Yes (Romans 5:12-14;
2:14-15).

Question- Is The Law of Moses a Law of Sin and Dea#?swer - Yes
( Deuteronomy 27:26, Exekiel 18:4 aBahs 3:10 ).

Everyone was subject to The Moral Law ,which was a law of Simd Death, which
is also called a Law of Works, until The Law of Moses was givean Mount Sinai.

Question- When The Law of Moses was given, who was subjeit? tdnswer - The
Jews only.

Question- What about the Gentiles? What law were they undetle the Jews were
under The Law of Moses®swer - They were still under the same Law as
they were under before the Law of Moses was given .
After the Cross , we read in Col.2:14 , that whenslégd on the cross,
He blotted out the hand writing of ordinances that vggsnest us, which was
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contrary to us, and took it outhef way, nailing it to His cross.
Now let us read, 2 Cor.3:11, Aftesul died on the cross, that the Law of
Moses was done away. In 2 Cor.3H&,the Law of Moses was abolished.
So we have learned from thessegithat the Law of Moses was done away
with, when Jesus was crucifiedfendross.

Question- After Jesus died on the Cross, what law were el Jnow subject too?
Answer-They are subject to Mharal Law , which is aLaw of Sin and

Death,
which is alsa, law of works.
Question- After Jesus died on the cross, what law are #&i@s now subject too?
Answer- The same law that the Jews are subject to.
Now let us read Romans 7:9 beggatrthis verse 9 let Paul answer these
guestions for us. Paul safgs , | was alive once without the law,
but when the commandment came, sin revived and | died .
Something that we must understand isnwiaeil wrote
this, Jesus had already died on t&sand the Law of Mose had already
been abolished.
Question- So what law was Paul referring to, when he brokdawehat slew him?

Romans 7:11, for sin, taking occasion, by the conmandment
deceived ne, and by it slew ne.

We read about this law in Genesis 2:17, but of the tree of the
know edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

Then in Romans 2: 14-15(for when Gentiles that have not the | aw
do by nature the things of the |law, these, not having the |aw,
are the |law unto thensel ves;

15. in that they show the work of the law witten in their
hearts, their conscience bearing witness therewith, and their
t hought s one with anot her).

Romans 8:2, Paul tells us what this lawis called. He
says, for the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ
Jesus hath set nme free from( now |l et us notice) the
Law of Sin and Deat h.

So the Law of Sin and Death was the Mdral Law that
was in the hearts of every baby that was ever born
after Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit.

How do we know that? We know because of what
Romans 2: 14,15 whi ch says.

Here is sonething else that we shoul d never
forget. Any |aw that demands perfect obedience is
a law of Sin and Death. Because when God set this
law in effect, He told Adamif you eat of the tree
of know edge of good and evil, you shall die
(spiritually) the day that you eat there of.

Spiritual death neans, separation from God.

| saiah 59:2, but your iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your sins have hid his face fromyou,

that he will not hear. Romans 3:23,for all have sinned, and
canme short of the glory of Cod;
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Question- Now what Law are the Jews and Gentil es under?
Again let the Great Apostle Paul answer this

guestion. It is found in-Ronans 7:24 -25. O Wetched man
that 1 am who shall deliver ne fromthis body of death? I
t hank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

So all people today are subject to the Law of
faith in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 10: 4, For Christ is the end of the |law for
ri ght wusness to every one that believeth.
Question- _At what age in life do we become subject to The bawaith?
Answer - When we know that the wrongs that we are doingagegnst God and no Just
our parents
Question- What does the word Law mearswer - Basically, it means the expressed
and binding will of someone, so if soneis under law to that someone, he
is bound by the expression of thit w
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THE LAW OF WORKS AND THELAW OF FAITH

There are two systems of law spoken of by Paul in Ro®&27s A Law of Works and a
Law of Faith. Let’s define each of these:

1. The Law of Works is an arrangement whereby and wharaian is justified by his
flawless obedience to the expressed and bindingf@bd.

2. The Law of Faith is an arrangement whereby and wheareerson is justified before
God by an obedient faith in the flawless Jesus.

Examples of The Law of Works include

1. Genesis 2:17 - The Law of Sin and Death; If you sin, die Spiritually.

2. Genesis 3:1-7 - We find that through Adam'’s eating ofdhgdden fruit that he
passed on to all men a law that is called the M@a. ( Romans 2:14-15 ). The
Moral Law was a Law of Sin and Death. ( Romad28:4 ). All people sinned, so all
people died Spiritually. A law which demanded sinlestepgon was a Law of Sin
and Death and thus a Law of Warks

Question- What about The Law of Moses? Was it a Law of Warkeiswer - Yes,
Why? Because it demanded flawlesskieping If a person broke one law,
he stood condemned. ( Deuteror®dmy6, Ezekiel 18:4, Isaiah 59:2,
Galatians 3:10).

Question- Was The Law of Moses a Law of Sin and Dea#hawer - Yes,but it was
not The Law of Sin and Dedthe term “ Law of Sin and Death “ refers to
any law demanding sinless perfection.

So we see that the Moral Law and The Law of Moses are both a Lavf Works.

Question- Again, what does a Law of works requirdPswer - Flawless obedience

In the Book of Romans ( 3:27 ), Paul mentions a “ Law of R&6or just the word
“works “to convey the fact that he is talking aboldw that demanded flawless
obedience which for man was an experimental impo#gidil was not that God had
harnessed man with a law that was impossible fortm&eep, because one man did
keep it and condemned sin in the flesh, and his name was J&omans 8:3 ). So
experience has shown that through the weakness oste fhan could not be justified
by a Law of Works, but he can certainly be justified Ihae of Faith through the
flawless Jesus

14



LAW OF WORKS

1. Justification based on one’s
Own righteousness.
(Romans 10:1-3)

2. Demands flawless obedience.

( Galatians 3:10; 5:1-3)

3. Sins counted.
(Romans 1:20; 2:12; 3:9-10)

4. Not declared righteous.
(Romans 3:19-20)

5. Not justified.
( Galatians 3:11; 2:15-16 )

6. No grace / mercy.
( Galatians 5:4; Romans 4:4;
Hebrews 7:18-19)

7. Brings wrath.
(Romans 4:14-15)

8. Brings death.
(Romans 6:23)

9. Condemnation.
(Il Corinthians 3:7-9)

10. Not made perfect.
Hebrews 7:19; 10:1)

11. Separated from God.
(Isaiah 59:2)

LAW OF FAITH

1. Justification based on God’s
Righteousness.
(Romans 10:4-11)

2. Demands obedience but not
flawless since Christ aas
feet sacrifice.
Hébrews 12:22-24; 11:39
-40ames 2:14-26;
al&ians 5:5-6 )

3. Sins not counted.
(Romans 4:7-8; 1 John 1:7)

4. Declared righteous.
(Romans 3:21-22;
Hebrews 11:4, 7))
5. Justified.
( Romans 3:23-24; 5:1-2
algtians 2:15-21)
6. Receive grace / mercy.
( Romans 6:14-15; 11:5-6;
Ephesians 2:5-9)

7. Brings peace.
(Romans 5:1)

8. Brings life.
(Romans 6:23)

9. No condemnation.
(Romans 8:1-2)

10. Made perfect.
(Hebrews 7:19; 11:40;
12:23; 13:21)
11 Fellowship with God
and Christ.(1John 1:3)
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Now let's examine the writings of Paul and James erstibject of “ Works ‘. Many
believe that Paul’'s writings and James’ writings cadhitt one another, since on the
surface Paul seem to say that man is not saved by ywehnkseas, James seems to be
saying a man is saved by workscloser look at their writings and incorporating the
concepts of law and justification outlined earlier waleal that the two writers are in
harmony with one another. The two passages under coaigicieare Romans 4:1-5 and
James 2:21-24.

The word “ Work" in the scriptures is used always as something done,dapeetormed,
either good or bad and performed by either God or man. AstlPaul will use it simply
as acts of obedience, but other times he will usestand for “ Law of Works “.

When Paul says that a man is not justified by wor&dsIsaying that man is not able to
lay claim for acquittal before God based on his oveore of flawless keeping of The
Moral Law. In other words, if we sin one time under a Law ofrkgop all other good
deeds that we have done will attain us nothing. Paufirggtto convince man that he is
wrong if he believes that he can be justified on his giestl record.

Some of the people that Paul had been talking to weraintaithat they had done

enough that they should be right with G&dwul says “ Not So.” When obedience to The

Moral Law is separated from the sacrifice of Chitstpust be flawless obediencEnese

people in Romans 4:1-5 thought that they could obey enouglertio justification. So

Paul in proving his point uses the example of Abraham.

In the case of Abraham, if he was justified on thesbahis deeds performed, then

Paul's argument fails. But if Paul could prove thataam was not justified by works

then his argument would stand as true.

Question- Why would Abraham have something to boast of if he whalee been
justified on the grounds of his worlé&s?swer - Because he wouldn’t have
committed a single sin.

Question- What man is it that earns acquittal from God?dwhat man does God owe
righteousness tAnswer - The sinless man.

Question- Was Abraham able to boast before Gdd¥swer - No. Why? Because his
works were not perfect.

Question- Now under which realm of law did Paul say that Abraheas justified?

Answer - The Law of Faith

Question- In Romans 4:4 which realm of law would the workeubder? Answer -

The Law of Worksie would be under the law that said “ Just sin ane ti
and you are not justified “. Therefdhe worker is not just an obedient
man, he must be the “Sinlesse’dant man.

Question- In Romans 4:5 which realm of law would the non -woid& under?

Answer - The Law of FaithHow do we know this? The verse says so! The non-worker
is the believer, the sinful maimowcannot appeal to his perfect record for
justification but puts his trustihe flawless Jesus for justification.

Paul points out that the non-worker is a believer and sbraham and that the non-
workers faith was reckoned for righteousness and sohedaith of Abraham. So
Abraham is an example of a non-worker. Since Abratauntd not be justified under a
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Law of Works, he makes the move to The Law of Faith@mmits himself to trust in
the Lord so that he can receive the gift of love acgrfrom God

“Works “ as used in this passage by Paul has nothing whatevemtibhdeworks of
righteousness done by the beliewMe know that Abraham was a performer of good
deeds under The Law of Faith because James saydamas 2:21. James says that
Abraham was justified based on his works of faith.

When we contrast the writings of Paul and James®subject of “ Works “, we must
consider that they are dealing with different problemsguhe word “ Works

differently and at times are using the word “ Fdithfferently.

Paul is trying to convince the Jew that he is wrong ibklieves he can be justified on
the basis of his work recosgparate and apart from the sacrifice of Christ. J&@nes
trying to convince a man that he is wrong if he beligtias he can be justified by doing
nothing In Paul's case man is claiming to be right with Gedause he has done enough.
In James case man is claiming that he can be right®@od while refusing to do
anything.

When Paul speaks of faith, he is speaking of a fa#htthsts in and obeys God. When
James speaks of faith in James 2:21-24, he is speakinthaddat relates to mental
assent only. But James is encouraging the people to Iagame kind of faith that Paul
is talking about, a faith that trusts and obeys God. Saangs that a faith that just says “ |
believe God “ will not justify Paul says that a faith that justifies, is a faidt twill obey
Therefore, Paul and James are in total agreement culfect of Faith and Works. They
even guote the same scripture “ Abraham believed ihdhe ; and he counted it to him
for righteousness “ to prove their points, and why(r®), they were both guided by The
Holy Spirit.

Paul is saying that obedience can never be the mé#ms sinner’s justification, and
James is saying that there is no justified man who refigsbe obedieniThe means for
every righteous man is the work of Jesus. The hdlfanished work of Jesus to which
no merit can be added by man is the only way to judtificaSo Paul, when establishing
his case for justification apart from law, uses faithuist one way and that is trust and
obedience in Jesus, and not in one’s own deeds. Whiases uses faith as just mental
assent, but implies that the faith of Abraham includesttand obedience in God.

17



SUMMARY

SUBJECT MAJOR POINTS

1. The Gospel - Good News about the fact that we've been
set free from The Law of &imd Death by
Jesushe author of The Law of The Spirit
of Life. (Romans 8:1-2)

2. The Law of Sin and Death Any law that demands sinless perfection,
such as The Moral Law and Tae of
Mose¥ery simply, if you sin you will
die which is Eternal separafrom God.
It is the Law today that lveibndemn all
those who come not to Jésus

_ Justification.

3. The Moral Law - The Law that God has written upon the

hearts of all men assulieof Adam'’s
sin in the Garden of Ederewhe ate of
The Tree of the Knowledgésoiod and

_ EvilThose outside of Christ today will
come under condemnation efLtémwv of
Sin and Death due to their iitgio
keep The Moral Law perfectly.

4. The Law of Moses - This Law was given only to the Jews by
God from Mount Sinaidhgh Moses.
It included both MoraldaCeremonial
Laws which had to be ksgtectly.
This Law magnified dime to man’s
inability to obey by tletter. As a
result, it also proddcondemnation
due to the penalty of Thes of Sin
and Death. During thisiqur The
Gentiles were under Maal Law.

5. The Law of The Spirit - _This is the Law of the Christian today.
of Life ( Eternal Life ) It is also known as the perfeotvlct
Liberty since it wa®ught and
bought by a perfect Smydesus
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Christ, and it givean back the
Eternal Life with @that he lost
when he sinned and becam

condemned by The Law of Sin and
Death.

6. The Law of Works - It is an arrangement whereby and
wherein a personuiified by his
flawless obedienodite expressed
and binding will of Golche Moral
Law and The Law of $¢s were both
Laws of Works demandiagvless
obedience. As ailtesondemnation.

7. The Law of Faith - It is an arrangement whereby and
wherein a persousified before
God by an obedigith in the flaw-

less Jesilike Law of The Spirit of
Life in ChristasLaw of Faith. It
provides justificatito all men of
faith including tleowho lived in
Old Testament tinefore Christ.
The Book of Hebeetells us that
by Christ’s saiwéf and our faith
we are made pérfend we are
counted righteouadmheirs of
Eternal Life.
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