Human Nature Cannot Rise Above Human Nature

| would like to say at the very beginning of this lesson thd hot believe
there is a_ more important subjdot the Christian to study than this one. We as
Christians cannot kegpe divine laws of God with our own human power (human
nature). The main reason | was motivated to write [dgson is because of my
many failurestrying to keep God'’s divine lawlsy my own human powerl soon
learned that it was impossible for my human nature to acksimp Question
What was the cause of my many failures? Answer: dl @ learned about the
divine power that God had given to me when | became an obedienige If this
had been taught to me, | failed to understand it; when | rgatl did not
comprehend its meaning.

We can read about this divine help that we must hauveinmits before we
can keep the divine laws of God. This divine help is caledHoly Spirit of God
Now let’s read it in Acts 2:37-38. The apostle Peter praaching the first gospel
sermon after Jesus ascended to Heaven. While he washimg this sermon to a
multitude of people, he convinced them that they were goiltrucifying the Son
of God. They then cried out to Peter and the rest efaffostlessz,...Men and
brethren, what shall we doZsThen Peter said unto them, Repetd be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remissiomsofngiw listen
to the rest of the vers@nd ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirdih God’s
wisdom, He knew that He did not create man with the pdwelirect his own
steps in life concerning the keeping of the spiritualslaof God. God had
purposed a plan before He ever created man about how Hgowasto empower
man when the time came that He had chosen for thakéoplace.

Before this would take place, however, God gave man agdengd of time
to learn that he could not, by his own manpgware himself. Man had tried with
all of his_human naturand had failed to keep the divine laws of Gddow let’s
notice in Galatians 4:4-6 how God explains to us how ahdmwHe chose to
empower mankind to keep His divine lawgBut when the fulness of the time was
come,_God sent forth his Sanade of a woman, made under the lghg redeem
themthat were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of s@wsl
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Sifiis Son into your heatts
crying, Abba, Father. The apostle Paul explains these verses very well in |
Corinthians 3:16 where he wrotgknow ye not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
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Question Why is it so important for the Christian to understand2hi
Answer: Because of what John says in | JohnyGdeater is He(the Holy Spirit)
that is in you, than héSatan)that is in the world. So we can easily see that God
has not left out anythinthat needs to be done so that wea live a victorious life
in this world, and that Heaven will be our home when lifesis over. Praise the
Lord for His wisdomand lo that He has manifested toward us! This is one of the
greatest truths that we can ever learn. |_am not sdlyatg have this problem of
human nature solveth my life, but | am saying that now | know where the
spiritual help is, and | also know how to let this power worknfer

My prayer today is, “Dear God help me to let the Holy Spitccomplish in
my life that which He wants to do for me.” The apostle Paul wiiteEphesians
4:30 that it grieves the Holy Spirit of God when we refts let Him do His work
in our lives. _Praise God we caow win all of our battles against Satan if we will
lust let the Holy Spirit do His work What we must learn is this: We cantfifit
ourselves spirituall by our own_physical boot strgpsut we can lift ourselves up
spiritually by the spiritual boot straps of the Holy i8piPraise the Lord.

Most of us were raised in an environment that taught #feeapostles died
and those the apostles had laid their hands upon died, the gbtherHoly Spirit
in Christian’s lives came to an en&o we struggled through life trying to keep the
divine laws of God by the powesf our own_human natureshich was_totally
impossible and we continued to experience defeat in the problems @wveuyday
living. This certainly has a weakening effect on our faithclwHeads to_doubts
fears depressionand on and on we can go—and all because of our faiure t
understand the work of the Holy Spirit that God has giveunstdor our_spiritual
power source

| have heard it said by more than one speaker that #iver more people in
the mental institutions from the church of Chrikan from any other religious
group in the world per number of members. | do not know whekieis a true
statement or not, but | do believe that it could be. Thsae | believe that is
because there is a large numloérmembers of the Lord’s churcltho have a
tendency to try to carry their burdens alone. This ugledids to different degrees
of depression, and depression will lead to all manner otahdisorders.

Please listen very carefully to what | am going to sagmlgoing to use a
word that is_very offensivéo a lot of members of the church. This word is
supernatural Please, do not let this word close ears to the rest of this lesson.
We must live in the supernatural realm if we are gantive a life of victory over
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every problem that Satan will throw at us. Let's r@aReter 1:2-4Grace and
peacebe multipliedunto you through the knowledge of Gahd of _Jesus our
Lord, sAccording as_his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godlinesshrough the knowledgof him that hath called us to glory
and virtue: ;Whereby are given unto us exceeding gisad precious promises
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature of God

| hope we all noticed what Peteras really saying in these verses. He is
saying that obedient believers have been delivered from_ thmarhunature state
they were in before they were born into the family of Godl have now been
given everything they need to live in the supernatural re&limear new life. Paul
also talks about this supernatural life in Christ JesdlsG@orinthians 5:17 when he
said, ;7Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creatotéd things are
passed away; behold, all thingse become new.

Question Are we understanding what the apostle Raidaying? He said
that everyone who is in Christ Jesus is a new creatilitds means that we _no
longer are letting human nature fight our battles for\& are now a new creature
and the_Holy Spiritis fighting our battles for us ive will just let Him. This is
called_supernatural livingecause old things have passed away and all things have
become new. How could these two apostles make it any cléareus to
understand If after we have read these verses and arehattihg problems in
living the supernatural life, we can blame only ourselvesnfat believingand
practicingwhat God has promised to us.

Let's read some more words on this subject that we @ugbing. This
time let's read what Luke has to say in Luke 13370r with God_nothing shall be
impossible Luke is defining who it is that makes it possible for usivte this
supernatural life in Christ Jesus. Luke wants evagym understand what he is
saying, so he repeats it in Luke 18:2ZAnd he said, The things which are
impossible with men are possible with Gddpray that we are all beginning to see
the importance of studying the word of God every day witlo@en mind wanting
to know the truth of the word of God

Question How many of us ever ask God to do forthe things that are
impossible for us to do? That is what God wants us toWbat need do we have
for God._if we just ask Him for thing#at we can really do for ourselves? There is
a verse in Isaiah 64:6 that really puts us in our plelsen we are trying to please
God by our own human nature. Isaiah wriggait we are all as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy raff§e read in Luke 17:10 where Jesus
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says 1050 likewise ye, when ye shall have dale those things which are
commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servavshave done that which was
our duty to do | can remember back in my life when | had a veryidift time
understanding this verse. | could not see that my life waprofitable unto God
We were having Bible studies and baptizing a lot of peojy then was | not
pleasing God? | finally recognized my problem. | was workargod, but | was
working through my own human natur&/hen we do that, we are going to give all
the glory to ourselvefor the successes we are having instead of giving Goldeall t
glory. When we are living in the supernatural realm, thermiproblem in giving
all the glory to God for our successes.

Here is something for us to think about.olfr human efforts could save us,
then Jesus died in vain. The people who lived under thiawldried this human
effort thing for years. They all came up short in pleaghiog. Here is a poem that
has a great message in it for each of us who is ttgnge our life by human
effort.

As children bring their broken toys
with tears for us to mend,

| brought my broken dreams to God
because He was my friend.

But then instead of leaving Him

in peace to work alone,

| hung around and tried to help

with ways that were my own.

At last | snatched them back and cried,
“How could you be so slow?”

“My child,” He said “what could | do?
You never would let go

This is human nature at work. This poem should get ourtatteto the fact
that if we are not careful we will take our bag fulla@resand woedo the throne
of God in prayer and dump them at His feet and ask Him fouselvith them, then
put them right back in the bag and take them back home withf uge are going
to have peace in our lives, we must learn to liyghe concept of “Let go and then
let God.”

Question How are we going to be able to overcome this human effort
conceptthat we sometimes have in our lives? There is onlywaneand that is to
believe in what the word of God says about it and not whathmaa to say about it
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| had a member of the church say to me not long ago thext wie apostles and the
ones they had laid their hands upon all died, that the Bplyit went back to
Heaven to wait for the day of judgment, because the Bplyit had_accomplished
what God had ordained Him to do. There is another veegemd should always
have in our hearts when something like this is said t@wng,that is Romans 3:4
where we ready... Let God be trydout every man a liar

Question What does God have to say about divine nature? Letkiten
Romans 8:3But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirfitso be that the Spirit of
God dwell in youNow if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his
Question Where does God say that the Holy Spirit is now dwellingthdsHoly
Spirit in Heaven only as the man said to me, or is He d¥elling in the hearts of
all those who have obeyed the gospel? We just read God'sansihe Holy
Spirit dwells in the hearts of His childrerNow there is no problem in knowing
what is truth on this subject. Let's now read Ephesi@i0 where Paul writes
10Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Loftow notice)and in the power of his
might This means that God has equipped us with supernatural psavénat we
can stand againshe wiles of the devil. Paul has already told theisBians that
were in the Ephesian church that the Lord will strengthem by the power of the
Holy Spirit in the inner mar(Ephesians 3:16). We must also read verse 20,
because it just has so much good stoiffus to know. Here is what it saygNow
unto him that is able to do exceediagundantly above all that we ask or think
according to_the power that worketh in.u#raise the Lord for His poweand
wisdom

| feel sorry for the person who said to me that he did nievsethe Holy
Spirit helps us in any other way except through His worblghvwe read in the
scriptures. Can we see what this man is saying? bBnesde is saying, “l can
keep the divine laws of God by my own human efféresen after reading all of
these scriptures that tell him he cannot. There are sdrmaemay be saying, “How
can this be?” Jesus gives us the answer in John 8:43 Whkesays,sWhy do ye
not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear myWnthust give
our full attention to whiaJesus is saying unless we too faito this kind of
thinking. We must do whatever it taksstay tuned in to what the word of God
says. The word of God must always be of utmost importanas, because Jesus
saysin John 12:48g,...The word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in
the last day

Question How can we read these kinds of verses and straightovggt
how important they are to our eternal security? Sonestiour_actionsnake it
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very clearthat we believe when Jesaad _Godspeak they don’t really meavhat

they say—they are just trying to scare us into doing whatwiaey us to do. Let's
read Luke 16:23-24 and let the rich man tell us if JesdsGoud_say thing$o just
scare us. Let's notice what was said about this rich. rpgind in_hellhe lifts up

his eyes, being in tormen®nd seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
24ANnd he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue] fam
tormented in this flameHe had a final request. He asked for someone to be sent
to his five brotherdack at his father's house and tell them that JesusGald
mean exactly what they sayQuestion Can God and Jesus make it any plainer
than this that they do mean what theyalybelieve this is just as plain as it can
be.

We read in Hebrews 11g&But without faith_it is impossible to please him
Romans 10:17 saysSo then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God. There are many believers who read their Bibles relgutart who never
learn what the truth of the word is. Questidivhy is this? Answer: Because they
are not truth seekerse will never learrany more than we know right nowwfe
read with our_minds made umn what we believe. We must read with an open
mind and with a strong desite learn what is trutlso we can believe &nd_repent
of our false viewsand teachings If we will do this, God will then bless our
understanding of His word as we study it with an undedstgrthat it will fill our
hearts with a peacand comfor of mind that we have never had beforEhen we
will have a_true hunger and thirkir God’s word, and that will cause us to be a
daily Bible reader with a true zest for livindgPraise the Lord.

Now let's read about this in Psalms 1:1Eessed is the man that walketh
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinnersttetn g
the seat of the scornful ,.But his delightis in the_law of the Lordand in his law
doth he meditate day and nighsAnd he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers
of water, that bringeth forth _his fruit in his seasois leaf also_shall not wither
and whatsoever he doeth shall prospé&sn’t this a beautiful picture of a beautiful
life ?

There are many promises of God in the Bible to the obebri@ver that
will drive human naturdar from us, but we must know and believe these prEsnis
of God before we can claim them. Examples: We readlimothy 4:4-5 where
the Holy Spirit saygFor every creature of God is good, and nothinge refused,
if it be received with _thanksgivingFor it is sanctifiedby the word of God and
prayer. | read about a missionary one time who was preaching ih weém called
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the bush country of Africa. It was very difficult tmd clean water to drink. One
time he was very thirsty and the only water that hddc@ind had all kinds of very
small insects in it. He was aware of this prommsenfGod in | Timothy 4, so he
decided to claim it. He said a prayer and then he cuppeldahids and reached
into the water and drank with no ill effects. Human nateee was defeated by
the divine nature that God had given hilinother example of our divine nature at
work is found in Luke 10:1-8. When we are in other peoples’ Basharing the
word with them, Jesus tells us whatevleose people set before us, for us to eat
with them

Here is another promise of God which our divine nature musidieaware
of. Itis found in Psalms 340 he angel of the Lord encampeth round about them
that fear him, and delivereth them\WWe are in_good handsith the Lord. _Praise
God for His care So every night in our prayers to God before we go to sleép, |
ask God to send His protecting angels to guard us through the rifghie will
believe this, we will have a more peaceful tbsin we would otherwise have.

| would like to share several scriptures about this diviagine that God
gave to us when we became obedient believésts 2:38 tells us the gift of the
Holy Spirit was a promise to every obedient believer.sAc22 says the gift of the
Holy Spirit is given to everyone who obeys the gospel. Baysd in | Corinthians
3:16 and | Corinthians 6:19 that our bodies are the tenfigleedHoly Spirit which
we have from God. In Romans 15:13 we read that we &d flith joy, peace
and_hopeby the_power of the Holy Spiritin Ephesians 1:19 we can read about the
great power that God has given ta uEhere are many, many verses in the New
Testament that we can read on this subject which tedlbosit the_divine nature
God has given to all those who obey Him so they can livestipernatural life in
God'’s spiritual family.

God has given us the recipe on how to obtain the divineenatuGod, and
Isaiah says in chapter 35 verse 8 that it is so sirhpleat wayfaring man need not
err therein. Here are some verses that are inebipea book: I Corinthians 8:7
says we are to abound in knowledge with all diligenceteérP2&2 tells us to desire
the word of God that we may grow thereby. Here is afliethought—always,
before we ever start reading the word of God, we should gonwirdprayerand
ask Him to help us read with an open mamb a_receptive heasind to help us
better understand His wardWe should also ask Him to help us as we study His
word that it will feed our soulsAdditional scriptures and prayers are:
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Psalms 119:1®pen thou mine eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out of thy
law.

Psalms 119:19 will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.
Help me to_meditatapon Thy word and have respéat it.

Psalms 119:14 will delight myself in thy statutes: | will not forget tiwprd. Help
me to find_delighin studying your word.

Psalms 119:34Give me understanding, and | shall keep thy law; yea, | shall
observe it with my whole heart.

Psalms 119:9D how love | thy law! it is my meditation all the ddyord, help me
to love Thy word.

Psalms 119:108low sweet are thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey
to my mouth!O Lord, help me that your word will be sweet to. me

Psalms 119:10%hy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my patd, |
pray that Thy word will be a lamp to my feet and a light to nthwway:.

Psalms 119:11&phold me according unto thy word, that | may live: and let me
not be ashamed of my hop®. Lord, help me to live according your word.

Psalms 119:160rhy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy
righteous judgments endureth for evdrord, help me to knowhat your word is
true.

Psalms 119:16%5reat peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall
offend them.O Lord, help your word bring great peaonto my life.

Psalms 119:17My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast taught me thy statutes.
Lord, help my lips that they will speak praise unto.you

God says in Il Timothy 2:15 that when we study His word, dpproves of
that In John 14:23 Jesus says that if we will keep His wtnds He and His
Fatherwill come and make their abode with us

After reading all of these scriptures, surely we argirbeng to understand
where our divine naturs coming from. We have read where we have,@edus
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and the Holy Spiridwelling within us. We have no excuse not living a_super-
natural life We all should be able to agree with that.

Human nature cannot move mountains, but God &da read in Mark 9:17-
27 where a father brought his son to Jesus and Faid Master, | have brought
unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spifgand wheresoever he taketh him, he
teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth pineth away,, And
ofttimes it hath_cast him into the fijrand into the waters, to destroy him: but if
thou canst do any thindave compassion on us, and help wsJesus said unto
him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him thagveth We need to
pay close attention to how this father responds to the woirdkesus. 4 And
straightwaythe father of the child cried quand said with tearsLord, | believe;
help thou mine unbeliefPlease notice the sinceriby this man’s heart. He knew
that he believed, because he said he did, but he wasineojust how strong his
faith was. He so much wanted his son to be healed, bkihdwe what the right
thing to do was._It was ndthe time to depend upon his human ngtacehe made
a very _intelligent decisioand _cried out to the Ongho could help him. We can
sure use this example in our everyday choices that we mmaist and _never use
our human naturan trying to make the right decision on spiritual matters

| would like for all of us to read together a prayeattthe apostle Paul
prayed for the members of the church in Ephesus. Webedin reading in
Ephesians 3:14-21. Please do not let this long reading hisdifom receiving
and learningfrom these beautiful words in this prayer. Paul beginsdyng,
14For this cause | bow my kneesto the_Father of our Lord Jesus ChyigiOf
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is nam@that he would grant yqu
according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might Iy in
the inner man ;7;That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faitthat ye, being
rooted and grounded in lovggMay be able to comprehend with all saints what is
the breadth and length and depthand _height ;0And to_know the love of Chrjst
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be fillet all the fulness of God,yNow
unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in, ygJnto him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesushroughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

| hope we all noticed that Paul did not refer to our humaitiire a single
time, because it was replaced with God’s divine natvinen we became a member
of His family. Did we notice how many times he mentwribe power and
strength he has given us? Why? So we can_live above ownhnaturein a
realm of life that is called the supernatural. Iltwdobe wonderfulif we could
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view what all we have from God to help us live for Him like apostle Paul views
it. We too can have this same viewnié would spend the time in studying the
word and in_prayethat Paul did. Let's each one of us spend more time d
believe we will be pleased with the results.

Human nature_will notmotivate us to study the scriptures searching for
verses that teach about the divine nature that God give®ty ebedient believer.
Human nature will notet those kinds of verses into our hearts. Jesusiespit
perfectly in John 8:43 when he say$/hy do ye not understand my speech? even
because ye cannot hear my wortlhere is no way that we can overemphasize the
importance of this verse. If we often wonder why so n@fnys_cannot understand
the truth of God’s wordhese words of Jesus could not be any plainer.

Now we need to listen to this statement: If we havelthi@e nature of God
dwelling within us, and we are not quenching His work, wé alve no problem
in studying our Bibles on a regular basis. Here are sexamples of human
nature at work in our lives. Human nature is very tooascious in our lives.

1. Human nature loves short announcements.

2. Human nature loves short prayers.

3. Human nature loves short communion services.

4. Human nature loves short songs.

5. Human nature loves short sermons.

6. Human nature says, “I will give one hour of myetim Sunday morning
service, but my heart’s desire is for everyone whoahpart in this one hour
of worship service to make it just as short as you @ad,| will appreciate it

very much.”

Question How time-conscious are we? Have we let human edalke front seat
in our lives?

Let's read an example from Nehemiah 8:1-6. Ezrasthnie read from the
book of the Law of Moses. He read from the morning until middayerse 5 we
readsAnd Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was albove
the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stoodAmd Ezra blessed the
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Lord, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with Llip
their hands and they bowed their headsnd worshipped the Londith their faces
to the ground.Here is a great example for each one of us to e@oir own lives
(and not the life of someone else) and see what is rolirglife. Is it human
nature or the divine nature of God that was given to us wierobeyed the
gospel? Please, we need to listen very carefully to thisnan nature is not time-
consciousvhen it comes to things that our flesh loves to do.

For example, in our favorite sports two or three overtimethe games do
not cause us to lose interest in the game. To the cgnwarusually become more
excited. This should cause us_to seriously examine ourhaarisand see if we
truly love the Lord with all of our hearts, or do wetjhave a form of worship that
we go through every Lord’s day waiting impatiently for thestg prayer to be
said? This is becoming a real problem in the church. &era few facts: Some
members will leave the church services before a baptisnubedhey have given
their one hour. Some will start leaving before the inlpsong and prayer, and
they feel no guilt at all because they have kept theirhmg commitment. Some
will even back their cars into their favorite parkingge so they can leave as soon
as possible without having to wait on anyone to get out &f thay. If we let
human nature get just a small hold on our lives, itsabn have full control of our
divine nature. We can read about this in Galatians 3:3entier apostle Paul
writes ;Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by
the flesh? Paul is telling the members of the church in Galaaattey began their
Christian life by living the supernatural life, but now ythare living in a very
foolish way because they went back to their own human natying tto perfect
their life. He tells them in verse four that thefforts are in vain. Paul writes in
Galatians 5:16¢This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and_ye shallfatitl the lust of
the flesh. Now Paul shares with them the only wayget rid of their human nature
and that is to walk in the divine nature of Go@lhank Godthat He has given us
the solutiorto our fleshly problems.

Here are some very simple ways to tell if we argnigtthe divine nature of
God rule our lives:

1. If we can forgive those who sin against us.
2. If we are able to love those who are unlovable.

3. If we can find joy in the midst of persecution.
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4. If we have peace in our lives spiritually.

5. If we are long-suffering with others.

6. If we treat others with gentleness.

7. Ifour lives are filled with goodness.

8. If our faith is growing in our trusting God.

9. If we are exercising self-control.

10. If we are glorifying God instead of ourselves.
We find this list in Galatians 5:22-23 and in EphesiaBsl2.

Paul is saying to us that these are the fruits of thenelimature of God,
because human nature cannot accomishof these things completely. We read
in Philippians 2:13sFor it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of
his good pleasureSo again we read where human nature cannoalbisee human
nature and keep the divine laws of God. We must let Godtgius of His divine
natureand then let Him work in our lives. Now let's notice wRaul again writes
in Philippians 4:133l can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth rre
the future let's not be fearfub share with others that it is a true saying that we
must live a supernatural life if we want to live tkimd of life that God has
ordained us to live

Thank you for reading and studying this lesson.

In Christian love,

Herb Trout
July 2006
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