A Discussion on Romans 9:11-18

| was asked by a Christian if | would work up a lesson esdlverses.
This is one of the most difficult subjects that | haverestudied. It seems to
me that the reason the Apostle Paul taught this lessotovgasw _all nations
were lost without Jesuand that included the Jews. The majooityhe Jews
rejected this teaching. Here are the grounds of theactien: We are the
seed of Abraham to whom all of the promises and blesgng given, so how
can we now be rejected by God?

So Paul starts in chapter nine in the book of Romans usldg O
Testament scriptures to point out to them that just bemiglks to Abraham
was not enouglo secure the forgiveness of their sins. The Jears $hid to
Paul, “What about all of our law-keeping? Doesn't that cofort
something?” So Paul then set out to show them that Goasiploffering
salvation to the world was purposed only through the gracéodf Man
could not do anythingp earn this favor from God. Also God has the sole right
to choose anyone that He wants to help carry out His purgodeno onéias
the right to say that God was unfair in the way that Heelwmslo things.

Now let’s read these eight verses that we are goingctasis,;For the
children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the
purpose of God according to election might stand, not of wdmkisof him
that calleth 1.lt was said unto her, The elder shall serve the youngds it
Is written, Jacob have | lovetbut Esau have | hated,,What shall we say
then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forhigkor he saith to
Moses, | will have mercy on whom | will have merapd | will have
compassioron whom | will have compassionsSo then it is not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runnethbut of God that sheweth mercyFor the
scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have | raised thee
up, that I might shew my power in thead that my name might be declared
throughout all the earth.,gTherefore hath he mercy on whom he will have
mercy and whom he wilhe hardeneth

To help us have a better understanding of these vergesead to
begin our study at the beginning of chapter nine of Rom#rseems to me
the specific problem that is dealt with in chapters timmeugh eleven of the
book of Romans is that God had made promised blessings tiewish
nation and, according to Paul’'s teachings, the majority ofJga@ish nation




had not received these promised blessing® the question is, how do we
harmonize God'’s faithfulness in what He promised to tiaskenation with
the scriptures which say that the majority of the Jexse cut off from the
promises which were made to them?

The Old Testament was writtemd_preservetbr our learningand we
have learned from studying it that God had a plan for regggfallen man.
It was to be brought about by the nation of the Jews. Gagkahot to use any
existing nation to carry out his plan. He elected Abratatre the father of
this new nation called the Hebrew nation. They becknmvn as God's
chosen people because they were chosen of God that throughaAisa
seed, all nations of the earth would be blessed.

In John 4:22, Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the yyyefor
salvation is of the JewsWe must notice that this is God’s choosing. In
Romans 3:2 we read where the Jews were entrustedhaittracles of God.

The oracles of God were filled with prophesy concerning tmeirng of the
Messiah. Here in chapter nine, Paul says the Isradite God's adopted
ones. We can find this in Exodus 4:22-23, where God told Mggex] thou

shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my swan_my
firstborn: ,3And | say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if
thou refuse to let him go, behold, | will slay thy son, even tetpofirn. In
Exodus 19:4-6, we read where God said to the J@edhave seen what | did
unto the Egyptians, and how | bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you
unto myself. sNow therefore, if ye will obey my voiceleed, and keemy
covenantthen ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for
all the earth is minegAnd ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an
holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of
Israel.

Now let’'s notice something in the very beginning of our lesgloich is
very important concerning the majority of the Jews bemngoéf from the
promises of God, and that is that they must be obedi€hbdids will. These
protesting Jews had failed to listen to this part of God’s canim They
believed that they had done enough good works and that God besed t
salvationwithout the blood of Jesus. The book of Deuteronomy givesod lot
the do’s and don'ts of the covenant that God made witHstiaelites. In
Deuteronomy 14:2, God says to the JeWwsr thou art an holy people unto
the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto
himself, above all the nations that are upon the eaifthe Jews took this to




mean that they were the exalted ones. The Isradlitd the protection of God
as they traveled to the Promised Land. They had a oleeidthem during the
day and a fire over them during the night.

They had seen the giving of the law at Mount Sinai. Thaknever
been an incident like that in the history of the world. Yhdemonstration of
God’s power. What joy, and what a privilege this was to ¢lnes,Jand what a
glorious occasion this must have been to these Israeldesther nation of
people had ever seen such a display of God’s power and peesénd’s care
and provision for the Jewish nation was awesome. rQtk@mples of His
provision include manna from heaven, water from a rocdydands of quails
blown into their camps by an east wind, a tabernacle, pléemnd at times
the Israelites had seen their enemies fall before thghout ever having to
lift a hand. We could go on and on about the blessiragsGbd bestowed
upon them. The greatest blessing is the fulfilment @fi’€ promise that He
made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that through the Jesus, Weuld be
born and would bless them with salvation

Yes, Jesus was a Jew and He has been given authartglonations.
| hope there is no one that has a problem with Jesus bé&ew, dut it did give
the Jews a problem. They thought, how can our own fleshlaod feject us
when we are God'’s chosen peoalel we have been given all these blessings
from Him? They thought, “We are all famjlye do not need Jesus to save us,
we are the seed of Abrahdme read in Romans 3:5 what the problem was
with these Jews concerning the teachings of Paul. @&kegaying to Paul,
“You have said to us that it was all in the plan of Goat the Jews would
have Jesus killed, and through his death salvation woulchbde available to
all men.” Here we can see what the Jews want @aexplain to them. So
they say to Paul, “If our unrighteousness commends the riggtess of God,
what shall we say? Wouldn't that make God unrighteouslaf takes
vengeance on us?’

Question What are these Jews really saying here in thise®ers
Answer: They are saying, “We were only doing what Godwidldd us to
do. Why should He then be so angry with us? Becaud® drbss was the
means through which God was going to bless the Jews, theshould be
receiving a blessing instead of a curse.” Isn’'t tHairagquestion for the Jews
to ask Paul? Yes, it sounds all right to me.

Question Why did the Jews have this kind of attitude? Answer: It



seems that they failed to realize that just becaus® ad chosen them and
had protected them and preserved them so He could fulllgtan in
redeeming fallen man, thalhen set them apart from all other nations and
made them just a whole lot better than anyone elsefachy they felt so
superior to other people that they looked upon others as dbgy. truly felt
that they deserveshlvation. They had failed to understdhnat God’s plan of
salvation was to all meand not just for the Jews. Now let’s notice this, God
had the right to choose&hatever nation of people He wanted to in order to
carry out His plan. Someone might be saying, what dbe$this have to do
with Romans 9:11-18? Everything that the Holy Spirit dé#sdoes for a
specific reason | believe the reason that the Holy Spirit has eha® put
these thoughts before he has Paul write verses 11-18 igihiaants them to
fully understand that God has the right to do anything that He ebdogdo
and that they do not have the right to queskiam in any of His actions.

The apostle Paul wanted the Jews to know for sure thahtwesing of
a certain nation did nd¢ssen their responsibilities to obey God’s will. These
Jews that Paul is dealing with in Rome failed to undedstiazit you could be
a seed of Abraham and still be cut fsfm the promises and blessings of God
through unbelief We can read in the Gospels where the Jews wouldsay t
Jesus, “We are the children of Abraham and we do nottodisten to you.”
There is a very important lesson in this study thaalveust learnand that is
no onehas the right to question or to argue with God’s choioesvé could
say His elections) because He is the creatdrthe sole rulesf this universe.
He neverlies and He nevemakes a mistake. We should never be guifty
saying to God, “Why did you do this or why did you do that,” ory“iMay
seems to be a much better way than yours.” This kindrKitig will always
bring the wrath of God upon us. We read in Romans,Bet God be trugbut
every man a liar God has left nothing undone that should have been done.
Question Where does that leave man with all of his schgodind all of his
intellect and in all of his wisdom and in all of man’kitik so’s?” It leaves
him lost. He cannot save himselfhe truth of God’s word is the only thing
that can set him fre@ohn 8:32) So why can’t we all be content to let God’s
elections stand exactly like He has chosen?

Through most of Paul's writings we leattmat the majority of the Jews
literally hated Paul preaching and teaching concerning theitiahad their
condemnation. Paul is a Jew and he wants all Jews totkab¥ve loves them
with all of his heart and that he is in constant paith suffering watching his
Jewish brethren wandering in darkness without Jesus wWiencould so



easily be enjoyingvhat God has promised them. Paul says here that because
of the depth of his love and concern for his Jewish brethrercould even
wish himself cut off from Christ if that would secuheir salvation.

Can we think of someone else besides Jesus that thoughtubh of
their Jewish brethren? Yes, it was Moses. In Exodud23&e read where
Moses was pleading with God to forgive the Jews for makeggbld calf
and then worshipping it. He said to God, “If you will notgwe them, then
just blot my name out of the Book of Life.” So Paul not oelstthe Jews,
but he is also telling everyone who is living and everyonewdtidive in the
future, that God has the right to choaseselector to electwhomever or
whatever He wants to in order to carry out His purpdseve will keep this
thought in our minds while we are studying these versesl| teaily help us
in understanding the verstdsat we are studying.

Paul says they are not all Israel that are of Isr@elestion What does
Paul mean when he says this? Paul now begins a much-nleeded on
selection or we could say electionHe wants the Israelites to know that
within the nation of Israel there are some Israektd® have_believe@nd
obeyedthe teaching of the Messiah. He is also saying nobfalthe
descendents of Israel have believed and obeyed and they bamettrred to
as the true Israel of GodQuestion What would cause anyone to think that
the word of God had failed or come to naught? Answer: Ugscthe majority
of the Jews were outside of Christ and lost. If thesenjges and blessings
were made to the Jews by a faithful God, then why weng ribe enjoying
salvation? Paul answers this question by saying thativt as though the
word of God has come to naught, because some of the tissagkre really
Israel They are the faithful Jews that God blesses withkatah. The
unfaithful Jews are not true IsraelThey have the bloodline, but they do not
have the faith. Hebrews 11:6 sgisit without faith it is impossibl® please
him. The Jews whom God elected to inherit the promises therbelieving
Jews not the unbelieving Jews.

Now the parallel in all of this is when Christ came ametdn the
cross, salvation was offered to everyone in the ewtndd based upon their
faith and obedience. So Paul's way of proving to the Jewas God's
promises and blessings to the Jews had not failed was toopoio them that
God made a distinction between the believing Jews and tedieming Jews
and that God was not unfaithful to His wora verse seven, Paul continues to
prove his point by telling the Jews that they were thet only seed of




Abraham, and if the blessings and promises rested satetheo physical
kinship with Abraham as the Jews were saying, then alhait Ishmael and
all of his descendents. They too would receive salvatiaedan their
kinship with Abraham. The Jews did not like this. Thehtngt that the
Ishmaelites had the same privilege of salvation agd¢he had and that was
through their faitin Jesus as the coming Messiah.

Question Now what was God’s Pl&n Answer: That the promised
Sonwould come through Abraham and Sagaid notthrough Abraham and
Hagar. _Questian Was Ishmael ever viewed as Abraham’s heir? Answer:
No, he was not._QuestionWhen God referred to Isaac as being the child of
Abraham and Sarah, how did He refer to him? The answvéund in
Genesis 22:2 where God says to Abrahdake now thy son, thine only son
Isaac Question Why does God in this verse refer to Isaac as Abraham’s
only son? Answer: God was referring to the Son of Pmmaisd that was
Isaac. So Paul makes it very clear that the protegenugs had lost their
argument. The Jews’ argument was that physical kiredbie was enough to
receive the blessing of salvation.

Now we see that the scriptures have become the Jearst @nemy
becausdhe scriptures agree completely with what Paul hatlasail that was
that the children of the flesh are not the childoeérGod. What does Paul
mean by this statement? Answer: That Isaac was thare Abraham’s
physical child He was a child of promisel would like to add a comment
here, and that is scriptures will always be the number pemg against the
doctrines of men Now another questionDid Abraham do anything to earn
this promised child? Answer: _Nbe did not. Wouldn't this make Isaac a
seed of Grace? So we can see a great honor was exterfdl@dham’s seed
and_not because of anything that Abraham had.d&en we not see what
great effort the Holy Spirit is going to so we can masilg understand the
verses that are to follow which deal with God’s rightmake any decisions
that He chooses to make? For example, did God have theaiglect the
Jewish nation over all the other nations that werthénworld to fulfill His
plan to bring a savior into the world? Answer: Yes, He did

Question Did God have the right to elect Isaac over Ishmael that
through Isaac’s seed line Jesus would be born? Answer: Hédslid
Question How did God show the world that Isaac was the son oini®
Answer: He chose a woman who had been barren all ofifegthen He
waited until she was about ninety years of age and heahdsAbraham was




about one hundred years of age, and then a miracle (in asyamned)
happened. Sarah conceived and bore a son and they nameddsmThis is
called _God'’s planGod’'s purposeGod’s choice God'’s electionor God’'s
salvation

Something that | believe is noteworthy here is that tlosnge of a son
was not given to Abraham if he would keep certain lawiis promise was
given to Abraham with no do’s or don’ts attached. This wayas a sure
thing that was going to happenLet's read Romans 4:13-1fFor the
promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abrahamhi t
seed,_through the lgwput through_the righteousness of faithyFor if they
which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise ofade
none effect:;sBecause the law workettrath: for where no laws, there is no
transgression jgTherefore it is of faith, that it might be by grat¢e the end
the promise might be sute all the seed.

Question What is Paul really saying to these Jews? Hessdaying
that if God had promised this son to Abraham only if he waelgp all of
God’s laws, then the faith of Abraham would play no paithis son being
born. Secondly, Paul is saying if the coming of this sdrased upon perfect
law-keeping by Abraham and he breaks just one law, ithwilg about the
wrath of God. But this same Paul says in Romans 328 all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God his would include Abraham and that
would have made void the promised son if His commgs based on
law-keeping._But thank God it was ndbo it was by faith on Abraham’s part
that it might be by grace on God’s part that the promisedvearid be a sure
thing. This really sheds a lot of light on understanding1Bfsverse where
Paul says that where there is no law, there is ndhwrahis means that God
did not give any laws for Abraham to keep for this promise toecabout.
Abraham could not break a law when there was no law fortbitransgress
concerning the fulfillment of this promise. Thank God fas Wisdom in this
matter of the promised son being fulfilled. Isn’t it aimg to read how God
works all things out so there will be no possibility of Hewer making a
mistake on anything? _Why would any of want to question any of God’s
doing? When we do, we are just manifesting to the world our igeeran
concerning our knowledge about the wisdom of God. This shonrhdeus
of what Joshua said in Joshua 24;36Ghoose you this day whom ye will
serve;...but as for mend_my housewve will serve the LordThis means that
Joshua_had no problem with anything that God said or tfidve want to
please God, we too will have the same attitddshua had. Amen?_Yes,




Amen Surely God, with all of His power and with all of Hiasdom, _is
gualified to do whatever He sees best to do

Paul is not through with this subject yet. The Holy Sginibws there
will be some of the Jews who will try to get around wlRaul has said by
saying, “Yes, but Ishmael was an illegitimate son.” Widlitnot get them off
the hook because Ishmael was a true son of Abraliéerhad the same father
as Isaac, so we can easily see that the same tmesiase raised again. The
iIssues are: 1) Fleshly connection isn’'t the whole idsere; 2) There is a
selection made here--God chose one over another, anchthad settle the
matter.

But Paul still has more to say. Paul now uses twinga Bsd Jacob who
were both legitimate sons of Isaac. Esau was thédingtbut God chose
Jacoband _did notchoose Esau. Here we find God choosing between two
people from the same family. He rejected one and clhesether. There is
something_we must remember hexed that is_the rejection of Esdnad
nothing to do with Esau’s eternal destination. We musember that God
chose Jacob instead of Esau while they were both diikinmother’s womb.

In doing this, no one could s#ye reason for God rejecting Esau was because
he had sold his birthright to his brother Jacob. Questghy do we suppose
that God chose between these two sons before they werecn® Answer:
God did it deliberatelyo show that the choice was solely ldisd was made
with grace In other words, no requirements were made by God to rettasve
great honor. It is pointed out by Paul that the cheiae made beforthey
had done either good or bad that the purpose of God might stérydGod’s
gracewhich means Jacob did not do anything to earn this favor @od |
hope we are all getting the message that God wants & o all these
verses and that is a better understanding of His gi@od wants every one of
us to know beyond any shadow of a doubt that no person’s good exgks
cause God to feel that He owes them anything.

Please notice that the very things Paul is discussirey drerthe very
things that the Jews kept claiming as the growidkeir special relationship
with God, and that was fleshly relationship and law-keepimbey should
have now learned that the fleshly relationghgat they had with Abraham was
not a good argument. They also should have learned thatatlvekeeping
had nothing to do with their being fleshly kinfolk to Abraham, Isaaw
Jacob. Paul just keeps on teaching on this subject. Hes m@ntlewish
brethren to know positively that Abraham was not chasebe the first




patriarch because of any fleshly connection with someoreecause of his
law-keeping, but it was all God’s doindgPaul is going all out to get his Jewish
brethren to know and to understand that God has the right to cAbcsegm
aboveanyone else to become the one to whom God would say insiGene
12:2-3,] will make of thee a great natipg,and in thee shall all families of
the earth be blessedSure God has the righto choose Abraham above
anyone else. Sur&od the righto choose Isaac above Ishmael. S@ed
has the righto choose Jacob above Esau.

Question Why does God have the right to do all of this choosing?
Answer: Without God, this world as we know it would not beehé&¥ithout
God’s grace there would be no plan for redeeming fallen mhith means
that we would all be hopelessly lost. So it should be & gredo each of us
that God has done all of this choosiagd electingor our salvation. This
should be of the utmost importance to each one of us. Bedaanyone of us
is lost, we cannot blame anyone but ourselves. God hawsotking undone
that can keep us from going to Heaven when this life’és. 0So let us never
be guilty of finding ourselves quarreling or being displeasigld @od over
His ways_that He has chosendo things.

Now let's notice something else that God chose to do. Hehak
choose to use any existing nation to bring the promised sezdhliough.
Instead, he chose to begin a new nation of people by isglédiraham and
Sarah who were married for many years. However, Saeshbarren and
could not have children, so Gdmbgan this new nation by a great miracle.
When Abraham was one hundred years of age and Sarah waar8®¥age,
Sarah gave birth to their firstborn son whom they nalsadc. _This was the
beginning of the nation of peoplerough which the promised seed line would
come that was to bless all nations with salvatidhis nation of people was
called Hebrews and sometime later God changed their natihe Israelites.
Out of that nation of people, God chose only those who fagidul to Him
and His teachings to be His childreThe faithful people were called the
election of God The faithful people were also called the remreant they
were also called the people of Gobh the Old Testament the prophets many
times wrote about a remnaoitthe Israelites being saved from their enemies,
and _this remnanis the faithful Israelites. Please notice they are tio#
unfaithful Israelites. Many years later these Israzbiegan to be called Jews
There is a great trutthat these Jews had a very difficult time understanding,
and that is that Salvation did not come to all of Isased nation It came only
to the_faithful ones




In all of Jewish history it shows that a close relaginip with God is an
individual relationship based on their faitn other words, each person must
surrender his or her own life to Go@hese Jews expected this relationship to
come to the wholamation of Israel. Paul says not. sé& man is not saved
because he is a member of a certain naton is he saved because he is a
member of a_certain familynor is he saved because he has inherited
righteousness and salvation from his ancestors. Psayisg that a person is
saved because he has made a personal detmdetieve and obey God and to
serve Him, not because he has been lumpedmtddig nation for salvation.
The elect of Godre those whéwhosoever will and the non-eledre those
who “whosoever won:t

So Paul's argument that he is making is very valid, aatisithat God
has not rejected His peoplédis people that he is referring to are the faithful
Jews not the unfaithful Jews. God never has rejected thbfdaifews,
because they are the Israel of Gothe _unfaithful Jews are ntite Israel of
God. The hearts of these unfaithful Jews have been harbgnke do’s and
the don’ts of the word of God. Questiols this still true today concerning all
nations that just a remnant is going to be savétie answer is yedHow do
we know the answer is yes? Because of what Jesudrsdatthew 7:14
14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth teto li
and fewthere be that find it The word_fewshows us there will be only a
remnant saveah the end of the world.

Salvation has never come to anyone because of the rgreder of
people that they were a part of. Questiodow about the church? Will
everyone who assembles together and calls themselregtiéhs be saved?
The answer is noBecause Jesus says at the end of the world the 3danof
shall send His angels and they shall gather out of His kindqddnch is the
church) all of those who offend and those which do iniquity doadl sast
them into a lake of fire Question Who then will be saved? The answer is
found in Matthew 7:21 where Jesus sgydot every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth lihe wi
of my Fathemwhich is in heavenSo again we can see at the end of the world
only a remnanof the people will be saved. Questiddow do we harmonize
that with Luke 9:56 and John 3:17 were Jesus said that Heotlitbme to
destroy men’s lives, but to save them. If we can baire these scriptures,
we will have the answer that Paul is trying to showeha#aithful Jews.
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We have the exact same situation today. Salvatipnoisiised to the
whole world but_only a remnantill receive it. _Question Is God fair in
saving only a remnant and not the whole world? Answas:just like it was
with the Jews where only the election were savAtthe end of the world,
only the election will be savedRemember who the elected are--they are the
ones_who obey God’s wilbr we could say the faithful one&Ve have been
discussing where these Jews have been arguing with Phat. sdme thing
will be going on in the day of judgment. Let's readhitMatthew 7:22-24
were Jesus says on judgment day there will be mdaaywill be arguing with
God about not saving them. They were saying, “Look at aljtioel works
that we have done. Doesn’t that count for somethingit iBhexactly what
the unfaithful Jews were saying to Paul, “Just look at adlusflaw-keeping.
Doesn't that count for something?” And then Paul says tartfathful Jews
the same thing that God will say to the lost of all naion the day of
judgment, “You should have trusted in my grace and notum good works.”
This really helps me to see more clearly the probldras Paul had to deal
with in his teachings to the unbelieving Jews.

In Romans 9:12-13 we read where God told Rebekah that the older
shall servethe younger. We read this for the first time in Geng5:23. In
verse 13 of Romans 9, we regds it is written,_Jacob have | lovebut Esau
have | hated Then the writer says in the next verg®yhat shall we say then?

Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbMerse 13 is a quote from
Malachi 1:2-3. | don’t mind sharing with you that theseses have been very
difficult for me to comment on. The things that | wilysabout these verses
seem to me to harmonize better with other scriptures sistibjecthan some

of the other views that are going around. Let's sta@tdiscussion by reading
Genesis 25:21-23;,And Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife, because she
was barren: and the Lord was entreated of him, and Rebekah his wife
conceived.,,And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If
it be so, why am | thus? And she went to enquire of the Lehad the Lord

said unto her, Two natiorere in thy womb, and two mannefr people shall

be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the
other people; and the elder shall serve the younger

So God had enabled Rebekah to conceive and she was carryiamtwi
her womb. The two were struggling within her and she se¢onétink that
she might lose her baby. She did not know at this timehla¢ were twins
inside of her. She knew that her conception wasracte from the Lord, so
she asked God what the movement inside of her meant atdvwak going on
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with her baby. Notice that God tells her there was rtitaa one baby inside
her, and He also assured her that they both would be borrievdéhat it is
very noteworthy what God then says to Rebekah. He does eotadiie two
babies as two individuals, but as two nations

23.. Two manner of peoplehall be separated from thy bowels; and the
one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve
the younger. Here is another example where God had to make a choice
between these two boys. Both of them cannot be in the lg®e through
which the Messiah is to come, so the right thing to do watdose before
either one was bornQuestion Why was this the fairest way to make the
choice? The answer is found in Romans 9:11 wheeyg seither one had
done any good or any evil. This way it could not be said by &t Jacob
had done so much godlat he had earndtis great favor from God over his
brother Esau.

God has always been very careful about His choosing, or we say
His election, so it could always be sems1His grace Grace means without
any merits or work®n man’s part, and that is exactly what God chose to do.
Here in verse 13 where God say#s it is written, Jacob have | loved, but
Esau have | hated,do not believe God is saying He literally loves Jacob or
that he literally hates Esau. Questidfiow could he literally love Jacob and
literally hate Esau when neither one had done anythind goanything ba®
If this hat was literal, it would be in direct opposition to what st Jesus
said in John 15:25 when he sadgl...they hated me without a causé&his
statement made by Jesus shows beyond any doubts thabitright to hate
without a cause.

Question So what did God mean when He sditicob have | loved
and Esau have | hated?We must do some Greek word study to find out the
true meaning of these two words. In the Greek on this Woved,” it only
has one meaning and that is to love “muaht it is used in a social a_ moral
sense. It also comes from a Greek word which meamghdy esteemed
position Now we can know exactly what God means when he sadbJ
have | loved. It means that he has chosen to plaoé Jae higher position in
life than the position in which he placed Esau. The highetigo# life for
Jacob was that he would become the father of the twelwes of Israel
through which the promised Messiah was to come.

Some may be wondering how the name “Israelite” could beemtad
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with the descendants of Jacob. We read how this took plaGenesis
32:24-28. Here we can read about one night when Jacob wiag fieen his
father-in-law Laban, that he wrestled with an angeifiGod all night. At
daybreak the angel saig] hy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel:
for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.
Now we know why the twelve sons of Jacob are called tedvéntribes of
Israel

Now back to our lesson. Let's continue our Greek word stodyt@ok
up the word hate This word means to “love le§sSo the meaning of, “And
Esau have | hated,” would be talking about the positiorfenini which God
places Esau compared to the position in life in which ldegs Jacob. Esau’s
position in life would be a much lesser position. Questidid God’s
choosing of Jacob to be in the greater position in life adsuneof future
salvation? The answer would be. ndAnother_guestion Did the lesser
position have anything to do with the eternal salvation allEsThe answer
would still be_no Esau could be saved by the same requirements tludt Jac
would be saved by and that would be on an obedient faith. | hopamel
understand that God was not unfairHis choosing of Jacob instead of Esau
to help carry out His plan of salvation which He hadptd before He ever
created the first day. God is the only one who has gie to do all of the
choosing and all of the electing of those who will carriytéis purposes

There are some other verses that are very helptuiderstanding these
verses that we are discussing on love and hate. Theseords with these
meanings are very common in the language of the earli@ra@ns. For
example, in Genesis 29:30 we read that Jacob loved Rawirel than he
loved Leah The next verse saygAnd when the Lord saw that Leah was
hated he opened her womb: but Rachel was barfelease notice, one verse
says he loved Leah lesand the next verse says that he hated .. &ahwe can
easily see the word hate did not carry with it the sameaning that the
English word hate carries with it today.

Now let's read Proverbs 13:2He that spareth his rod hateth his son
but he that loveth hinchasteneth him betimes'hen we can read in Luke
14:26 where Jesus sayf any man come to me, and hate hist father and
mother and _wife and_children and brethrepand sistersyea, and_his own
life also, he_canndbe my disciple.Question Can we still have a great love
for those who Jesus says for us to hate? Answer. Weanrén Ephesians
5:25 we readpsHusbandsjove your_wiveseven as Christ also loved the
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church, and gave himself for itVe just read where Jesus said that husbands
must_hate your wivesr you_cannobe my disciple. Doesn’t this sound like a
direct contradiction? It sure does to me. If we walimember what we
learned in our Greek word study, it will sure help us to tstdad what these
verses mean. So when Jesus says that husbands ate tioelir wive$efore

they can be a disciple of His, it means that he noy& his wife less than he
loves JesusThese verses sure do help me to better understands$es tieat

we have been discussing.

The verses that we have already studied show thall iof Israel's
history, the process of choosing or selecting or eleciumy;hever one we
want to call it, has gone on. Paul has further stbfize fact that this election
was not based on any merisworksof the person elected. It was dependent
on nothing else but the will of God himself. Paul's answéhése Jews was
that God can do whatever He chooses to do, and that is not. uiFfaul
decides they have a great need for a lesson on the p&dBosEl’'s mercyand
His justice and he teaches them right from their own Old Testament
scriptures. So in verse 15 of chapter 9, Paul reads o EBhedus 33:19
where God says to Mosasf-or he saith to Moses, | will have mermy whom
I will have mercy and | will have_compassioon whom | will have

compassion

Now let's remember that Moses was a sinful man and hdeadsg a
sinful people. Moses and the people of Israel had earned nétbimdgsod
but His judgmentso it was solelypy God'’s grace that they were a separated
and a blessed peopl&od was not compelled by anyone to extend His mercy
to the Israelites It was_gracer favorfrom God without a causeCan we just
imagine how this must have sounded to these arguing Jews whcebdhav
God was obligated to them because they thought their morairpenfce
should merit them salvation. This is nothing new fotaday. There are
those in the world today who believe that they can do enough godd teo
meet God’s approval. This whole exhibition of God’s grmoe early times
until now is the result of God’s fresnd_sovereign will

Paul says in verse 16So then it is not of him that willethor of him
that runneth but of God that sheweth mercyrhis verse could present a
problem because it seems to be saying that the walimhthe runnindpave
nothing to do with salvationWe read in | Corinthians 9:24 where it says
Know ye not that they which run in a race run blit one receiveth the prize?
So run, that ye may obtaifhis verse is saying that we must run to be saved
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In Hebrews 12:1 we reagWherefore seeing we also are compassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every waiggththe sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let uswith patience the race that is set
before us.This verse also is saying that we must iruthis race of life if we

are going to be saved. Here in these three scriptaésve have just read,
Paul is the writer in at least two of these three weas®l he may be the writer

in all three. In one verse he says running has nothingwitd&od showing
mercy, and in the other two verses he says that wemmt gain salvation.

Question How are we going to harmonize these three verseseso w
may know what is truth on this subject? There is one tihi@igwe can be sure
of, and that is the runninig these three verses is natking about the same
subject. To harmonize these three scriptures, we raist them in the
context in which they are written. The first versattive read would have to
be talking about God's first bestowal of mer@and that will harmonize
perfectly with that which Paul had been teaching whichtiaisblood kinor
law-keepinghad_nothing to devith God’s_graceand_mercythat He offers to
mankind in their initial salvation. Now let’s noticeetlisontextin which the
other two verses are written. Paul is pointing out tthas after our initial
salvation, we must run the spiritual rabat is set before us. Doesn't it make
a lot of difference in understanding difficult versesewhwve read them in the
context in which they are writt@nlt sure does help me.

Now let's read verse 17 of Romans 9 so we can continue our
discussion. i7For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same
purpose have | raised thee up, that | might shew my power inatheé¢hat my
name might be declaretthroughout all the earthThis verse is saying that
God brought Pharaoh into history to serve unto all men assanpdeof what
happens to those who oppose God. Questidave we thought about what
all it could mean when God said, “I raised up Pharaohtf?8 Word raised in
the Greek means to resuscitate from death. In othelsy@&od had a part in
keeping Pharaoh aliveHe protected hirfrom his_enemies and from any fatal
disease God_sustaine®haraoh so He could show through him His power to
all the world Question Was Pharaoh a hardenaad crueking before God
chose to use him to show His great power? Let's read Exadlighat says
that Pharaoh afflicted the Israelites with heavy busdelm verse 14 of the
first chapter of Exodus it says that Pharaoh made likes bitterwith hard
bondageand made them serve with rigorin verse 16 Pharaoh told the
midwives when a Hebrew woman gives birth to a male childliltchim.
Verse 22 says throw them into the rivén Exodus 3:7 the cruel treatmeaot
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the Israelites had become so bad that their cries framwthips of the
taskmasterdiad reached the ears of the Lord. Questidid God have
anything to do with developing this kind of character in Phakzedbre He
sent Moses to him? Answer: Nén all of Pharaoh’s cruelty to the Israelites,
he was acting exactly like his heart wanted to act. phbisued his own
purpose.

Neither Pharaolmor any one else can justly blame God for placing
them in circumstances to purposely chatiggr good character into someone
who is opposed to God’s doings. Pharaoh’s hard heart wasentauk of
God It was his own fault Pharaoh had a hard, cruel heart befeoel ever
started telling him what to do. Notice what Pharaoh askesel!in Exodus
5:2,Who is the Lord, that | should obey his voice to let Israel_go? | know not
the Lord neither will | let Israel go.So Moses immediately started him on a
ten lesson course on the power of God. It was the tgugda Pharaoh had
already beaten and killed many Israelites who were God’sechpsople.
God would have been just He had taken Pharaoh’s life before the ten
plagues ever started. But God had raised Pharaoh up fop@spand that
was_to show His power to the world through hidod used a wicked man
show His righteous power. There is no word in this chaptarany other
place in the Bible, where God takes a faithful man andriodes the longings
of his heart. All of those who are blessed with satvaliave embraced God
with their hearts All those who stand opposed to God’s word with hardened
hearts can be used by God at any timecarry out His purposes as He
chooses.

In verse Romans 9:18 we reagl herefore hath he mer@n whom he
will have_mercyand whom he wilhe hardenethQuestion Whom does God
choose to harden? If we will accept the testimony oBibée, we will find
that God hardens_onlyhe unbelieversand the_disobedient God _never
hardenghe obedient believer's heart. Isn’t that comfortingrnow? James
1:13 sayssLet no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any rithis means that
God never takes a righteous person and solicits him to dolétdeé did, that
would be defeatingis very purpose. If we will remember this and usesia
guide when we are studying these kinds of verses, icesthinly help us in
understanding them.__God only hardethe hearts of those who have
personally chosen to reject Him his or her life.

Harden is a medical word and it can mean a callai$fien the Bible
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says that a person had hardened his heart, it mears ¢hibus has formed
upon his heart through his own choosargl his own actions. When a callous
forms on any part of the body, that part of the body loosexébrigs In
other words, it becomes insensitivEhe majority of the Israelites had let their
hearts become callous#arough their lack of faith. When v this we can
no longer_heaor feelthe appeal of God’s lovéhrough the words that He
speaks to us. Now let’s read in John 8:43 where Jessig:;g884y do ye not
understand my speechRow we must listen very intently to the rest of the
words of Jesus in this verséle continues by sayingy...because ye cannot
hear my word If we ever wonder why people believe all of the false moes
that are in the world today, here is the answer stréight the mouth of our
Lord. They let His wordgjo in one ear and out the other ear and never let
Jesus’ words get into their heartd/e cannot believe anything if it never gets
into our hearts That is the reason that we must study with an opke so
the words of God can get into our hearts

If any one of us chooses our own way long enowgh will have a
calloused heartWe must have a love for the trutkive want to escape having
a calloused heart. This is one of the greatest faalswe can ever learn.
Please, we must give this our most serious attentPimaraoh’s heart had
become so insensitive to the words of Gloat God’s word could not get into
his heart. It just went in one ear and out the other 8/hen we get into this
kind of lifestyle, it is_impossible for us to change, beeawg cannot hear
what God is saying to us Now doesn'’t this really help us to see how
important it isto study God’s word with an open mihdlust as a callous can
form on many parts of the body, we often forget that muasican form upon
our hearts by using our hearts to let God’s word just gipt through it and
out through our eangntil it forms a_callou®n our hearts. This can happen to
any one of us if we are not really careful in our reading studying of God’s
word. We must have an open mind and be a lover of the trut

Question How does God harden a person’s heart when it is already
hardened? Since it is the unbeliever’'s heart tha@idened, it is God’s do’s
and don’ts that cause the callous that is alreadiz@héart to become thicker
and thicker And that will move the person further and further avrayn
God.

From Exodus chapter 4 to Exodus chapter 15, we can readrasas
15 timeswhere it says that God hardens Pharaoh’s heart.helsetsame
chapters we can read four times where it says Phar&elrt was hardened.
In those verses it does not say who did the hardening, whiethees Pharaoh
or God, and in these chapters we can read two times wthesys that
Pharaoh hardened his own heatrt.
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In conclusion, what should we have gained from thisudision?

1.

2.

We must have an open mind.

We must have ears that are attached to the heart.

We must be truth seekers.

We do not have the right to doubt God’s choices.

God has the sole right to do or say whatever He choosss/ or

Thank you for taking the time to read this lesson.

In Christian Love,

Herb Trout
June 2006
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