DISCUSSION OF THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
MATTHEW 16:13-20

Question - WHO was given this great honor?
Question - WAS it given to the 12 Apostles, or __ was it given to the Apostle
Peter

only ?
Question - WHAT responsibility did this place upon the ones who
possessed

these keys?
Question - HOW far reaching was the message of the  key holder?
Question - HOW could God place this much trust in man to proclaim the
door

opening message on HOW to get int o the kingdom of God?
Question - HOW long was this key opening message to last?
Question - AFTER the first key opening message, was proclaimed, was
there

ever anyone else given the keys to the kingdom?
Question - DID they have to use the exact same keys _ as were used by the

Apostle Peter?
Question - IF others, do not use the same key messa  ge that was first used,
will it

unlock the door to God’s kingdom?

Now, lets start our discussion, beginning at Matthe w 16:13-14. When Jesus
came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, Verse 1 3, He asked His
disciples, saying, ©* Whom do men say that | the Son of man am ?” Verse 14,
“And they said, Some say that Thou art John the Bapt  ist: some Elias; and
others, Jeremias ( Jeremiah ) or one of the prophet s.”

We learn from these verses, there has not been a tr  ue identity given, who
Jesus really is. God chooses that now is the time, to reveal from the God of
heaven to the 12 apostles, who Jesus is. God doest  his, by having His son
Jesus to ask His apostles in Verse 15, “But, whom sa  y ye that | am?”

| would like to say something before we read Verse 16. We must not read
this verse in a casual way, because it is of major importance. Now, lets
read Verse 16. “ And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Chr st
the Son of the living God .”

Question - How did Peter know this?

Answer - In Verse 17, “ And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Bar-jo-na : ( Now we must pay close attention to what Jesus
says ). For flesh And blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but, my Father
which is in heaven. ”



Question - What have we learned , that is of major importance?
Answer - God Himself has now made His presence know  nin this
discussion, between Jesus and His 1 2 apostles.

Let us be sure we get the full picture of whatisn  ow taking place. We have
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit,a nd we also have The 12
apostles. All of them have a part in this most impo rtant event. They are
discussing The coming kingdom of God to this earth. On the earth, this
kingdom of God is also called the church. It is cal led the church 52 times in
the New Testament. The kingdom of God on this earth is the same thing as
Christ’s church on this earth.

There is no way that | can over emphasize the import  ance of this meeting.
Some of these things are:

1. The 12 apostles needed to know beyond any shadow of doubt that Jesus
was the Son of the living God.

2. Jesus’ time on this earth was short.

3. Jesus’ days on this earth in the flesh were numb  ered.

4. No one on this earth knew all things about Jesus

5. Who was going to carry on the work, that Jesus h  ad started?

6. Who was going to receive the keys of the kingdom  ?

So We Can Easily See This Was a Major Event That We  Are
Reading About .

7. The souls of all men were lost at this time.
Question - Why?

Answer - Romans 3:23 “ Because all men had sinned and come short of
the glory of God .”

At This Time, God Had Not Made Any Provision For M an To Get
Eternal Forgiveness Of His Past Sins

Hebrews 10:4 “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats

should take away sins.”

God had set a law in effect from the very beginning of time, and that law

was called the law of Sin and Death Genesis 2:17, w  hich simply means “ Sin
one time_and you were separated from God .” - Isaiah 59:2.

That Law Was Still In Effect At The Time Of This Me  eting.
God’s desire was, that not a single person would pe rish , but that all
people would become obedient to His will and be sav  ed. 2 Peter 3:9




Yet at This Time, God Had Made No Provision For Man  To
Receive Eternal Forgiveness Of His Sins

| hope that these things that are listed here, will show us the urgency of
this meeting. There was not anything that was more urgent to mankind,
than to have his sins forgiven.

We Can Truly Say, This Is When Heaven And Earth Cam e
Together To Begin Laying The Ground Work For The Co  ming Of
The Kingdom Of God Upon This Earth.

Question - Did God at this time, choose all 12 apos ___tles to deliver this

key message, first to the Jews, and then also deliver this

same key message, to the Gentile s?
We must not read into Matthew 16:17, more thanits ays. We can read in
many commentaries where men say, that these keys we  re given to all 12 of
the apostles. ( Lenski ), One of the more popular w  riters among religious
people says in his commentary on Matthew 16: 17, th  at he believed that the
12 apostles had a meeting among themselves, and dec  ided that Peter
would answer for all of them.

Question - Is that what Jesus said in Verse 177

Answer - If we will read Verse 17 again with our mi  nds open to what
Jesus says, we will then know there w  as no meeting _between
the 12 apostles because Jesus said, “ Flesh And blood has not
revealed this unto you .”

Please notice, This is a positive statement from Je  sus. Why can’t we accept
that? Jesus gives us the answer __ to that question in John 8:43, Jesus says,
“Why do you not understand my words? It is because y ou cannot hear my
words.”

Lets get this verse into our hearts. There is not a more important verse in
the entire Bible than this one, when it comes to un derstanding what is

truth. So lets memorize these words of Jesus, and ne  ver forget them.

Question - What is wrong _ With Lenski’s statement?
Answer - Lenski’s statement came from his own flesh and blood . Jesus
says, “Peter’s statement did not com e from flesh And blood.”

Question - Who did Jesus say revealed this answert o Peter?
Answer - He said, “ My Father in heaven revealed _this answer to Peter. ”

Question - What else could Jesus have said that cou  |d have made His
answer any plainer than the words  which He said in Matthew
16:19.

Remember now, we are reading with an open mind. We  know from Verse

18, that Jesus words are directed straight to the A postle Peter. Listen

carefully to what Jesus says, “ | say unto Peter, upon this rock I will build




my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against It .” Verse 19,
“And | will give unto thee _ the keys to this kingdom .” Don’t miss what Jesus
says in Verse 18. He uses the word church instead o f using the word
kingdom. Jesus is saying to Peter, | am going to bu____ild my church in the
near future, and my Father and | are giving you ___the keys to open the door of
my church.

Question - Is there any way to misunderstand these words of Jesus,
unless we have help from man?
Answer - We must remember what Romans 3:4 says, “ Let God be
true, but_every man a liar .”

Question - Why?

Answer - “As It is written, THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE JU___STIFIED IN THY
SAYINGS, AND MIGHTEST OVERCOME WHEN THOU ARE
JUDGED.”

These are great words of comfort and encouragement to the obedient
believers.
Question - When will we ever learn?

There is a word that Peter uses back in Matthew 16: 16, that needs
discussing. and | just could not find the right tim e in our discussion to
bring it up. So, we will do that now. Now lets noti ce what Peter says here,
and lets not forget these are not only the words of Peter, but these words
are really coming straight from the mouth of God. L ets now read these
words from Verse 16. “ Thou art the Christ the Son of the living God .” The
word living, that Peter uses here is a very importa  nt word to God.

Question - Why is the word living __ so important to God?

Answer - In the Old Testament time period, we canr  ead from its words
and find out that most nations had  their own so called gods,
such as the gods of Egypt, Babyloni a, Assyria, Phoenicia, Syria,
Moab, Edom, Tyre, the Philistines, the Amorites, and many
others.

Question - Were these living gods?
Answer - No _, they were not.

We read in Isaiah 2:8, “* They worship the work of their own hands __, that
which their own fingers have made .” Isaiah 2: 20, * Man makes their own
idols of silver and gold for themselves, and then b ow down and worship
these idols, as their own gods . “Daniel 5:4, “ They drank wine, and praised
the gods of gold and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. ”

There are many, many, verses that say these same th  ings. These nations
that are mentioned above, made their own gods andt  hen set down and
worshiped them. The point that | am trying to prove is this. All these gods




that the nations of the people worshiped, were dead gods . None of them
were living gods . The Jewish people were knowledgeable about these

gods. So, God wanted them to know that He is the Go  d of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, and He is a living God, and nota dead g od like the nations of
the world worship.

To help us to better understand that God gave the k _eys to the kingdom to
Peter only, lets turn our Bibles to Acts 15:7. It says, *  And when there had
been much disputing , ( we must notice who stood up and what they said. )
Peter rose up, and said unto them, men and brethren |, you know how that a
good while ago God made choice among us, that the G ___entiles by my

mouth , should hear the word of the gospel, and believe .”

Isn’'t It Wonderful, When We Let The Scriptures Answ  er Our
Questions, And Not Man

Did we notice that Peter leaves no_ doubt __ in anyone’s mind on what he
means by using this word “CHOICE _". He said, that It was God, who made a

“choice " among us. Now lets read, Matthew 16:17 again. Its ays, “ Blessed
art thou, Peter: for flesh And blood has not reveal ed this unto you, but God
the Father did .”

Notice, this Is exactly what was said In Acts 15:7. Now we can know also,
who the “Us” was referring to in this verse. It was referring to the 12
apostles in Matthew 16:13. Really, this Is easy to  understand, If we will read
carefully what Peter is saying here in Acts 15:7 Pe  ter says, “ By my mouth |,
the Gentiles will hear the word of the gospel, and believe . In just plain
words Jesus is saying, that He was giving the keys of the kingdom of God
to the apostle Peter only _, because that was God’s choice.

Question - How long _ will the key message be in effect?
Answer - Until _the end of the world.

Lets read Hebrews 13:8, “ Christ Jesus the same, yesterday, and to day, and
forever ”. That means that Jesus will never change ___ this key message, as
long as this world stands. Now listen to this, man can change this key
message to anything that he chooses, but, that will not change the fact,
that God chose the apostle Peter _, to give the keys of the kingdom to. God
will never change His mind. If He did that would ma ke God a liar, would it
not, and that is not possible. Hebrews 6:18 says so

We must program our minds with the truth of God’s w ord, and then have
the boldness to proclaim it. If we will practice th is, then God is glorified
instead of man. So far, we have learned that the ki ngdom of God and the
church that Jesus built are the same thing.

We also learned, that, the kingdom of God had noty et come. We can also
read about that in Mark 9:1, where Jesus said to Hi s disciples, “ Verily | say



unto you, that there be some of you that are standi  ng here, which will not
taste of death, till _they have seen the kingdom of God come with power ?

Note: There are millions of religious people in the world today, who believe
that Jesus failed _to set up His kingdom on earth, but, He will do so , just
before the end of the world, and He will reign here on this earth a thousand
years.

Can we not see what they have done? They have done  “exactly” what
Jesus says in John 8:43. They did not hear what Jes  us said in Mark 9:1,
“That this generation of people who are standing her e, will not die till _they
shall see the kingdom of God come with power .”

We can read, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and the kingdom of God is
always something that is going to happen In the fut ure. Jesus had the keys,
to the kingdom, but it was not God’s plan for Jesus to live in the flesh till

the kingdom came. So the keys of the kingdom had to be passed on to
someone else, before Jesus’ death on the cross.

God made the decision for Jesus to give the keys to the kingdom , to the
apostle Peter before Jesus died. Jesus’ death was n  ecessary before the
kingdom of God could come. We read this in Acts 20: 28, where it says,
“The church of God, which He ( Jesus ) purchased wit  h His own blood .” so,

“Jesus purchased His own church, with His own blood " Now God'’s plan
for redeeming fallen man, is ready for Peter to rev___eal the key message , on
how to enter into the church or kingdom that Jesus built.

In Acts 2:38, we can read the key message on how to  enter into the church
that Jesus built. From this moment on, the church i s referred to as being in

existence . God knew that it was very important for Jesus to spend some
time with the apostles, after He was resurrected fr ~ om the dead. They

already knew that Jesus had been crucified and buri ed in atomb. God in
His wisdom knew that the apostles must spend some fact revealing time
with Jesus, so they could be filled with His actual presence among them.

Now, lets read how God accomplishes this. In Acts 1 :2-3, we read where
Jesus showed Himself to His apostles, alive, by man vy infallible proofs,
being seen by them 40 days, and speaking of the thi  ngs pertaining to the
kingdom of God. It would have been impossible for t he apostles to have
preached the good news of the resurrected Christ, w ith all the conviction
that was needed, to persuade the people that Jesus had been resurrected
from the dead, and had ascended back to His heavenl y Father, without
spending a lot of time with Him.

In Acts 1: 9, “ After Jesus had finished speaking to His apostles, they
watched Him, as He was taken up, and a cloud receiv  ed Him out of their
sight .” Verse 12 says, “ Then they returned to Jerusalem .” At this time
there were only 11 apostles , because Judas had hung himself. So, while




they were at Jerusalem, they decided it was the rig  ht time, to fulfill the
prophecy that we read about in Verse 20. So, in Ver se 26, “ They cast forth
their lots and Matthias was chosen __to take the place of Judas .”

Now, they again have 12 apostles. They are now read v for one of the
greatest events that ever happened in this world, a  nd that was the
establishing of the kingdom of God on this earth. T he apostles are now
ready for this great event. The apostle Peteris fi  lled with excitement, ready
to unlock the door__ to the church that Jesus has just purchased with H IS
own blood. When Peter gave the key __ message , on how to become a
member of Jesus’ church, there was 3,000 that obeye d Peter’'s key
message, and we read in Acts 2:47,“ And the Lord added them to the
church .” What a wonderful beginning for the Lord’s churc h.

We read in Acts 2:14, where all 12 of the apostles  stood up together. Peter
will answer the question _ about who had the keys to the kingdom, if we will
read this verse with an open mind. Lets listentow  hat he said. “ | lifted up
my voice ”, and then He says in this same verse, * Hearken unto my_ voice .”

We must notice, that He did not say, “Hearken unto o _ur voice”.

Doesn’'t God’s word make it easy to understand debat  able subjects, If we
will just read with an open mind, instead of readin g it with our minds made
up on what we believe? God knew by having the other eleven apostles
stand up with Peter , while he was unlocking the door to the kingdom (
church), it gave great witness, that they were all in “one accord ", and they
were all aware who Jesus had given the keys to, and they had no problem
in honoring that.

Praise The Lord For His Wisdom!
We All Know What The Purpose Of AKey Is. It Is The  Instrument

That Is Used To Unlock The Door Of Entrance Into So  mething.
On the subject that we are studying, The key willu  nlock the door of
entrance into the church, or the kingdom of God, up on this earth. We can
read in Acts 2:38, the man who Jesus gave the keys  to was the apostle
Peter. The Jews in Verse 37 had just cried out, “Wha___t shall we do "? Now
listen closely to what the key message was. Peters  aid in Verse 38, “ Repent
and be baptized , every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sins_, and you shall receive _the gift of the Holy Spirit .”
Please Listen Carefully To The Following Words.
This was by far the greatest and the most important day for the Jewish
people in their entire lives.

Question - Why?
Answer - They were in bondage to a law __ that they were unable to keep.
That law was called the law of Sina nd Death - Romans 8: 1-2.




If we really want to know, what this day meanttot  he Jews, we must read it
from the mouth of one of the greatest Jewish men Th at ever lived, after the
door of the kingdom of God was unlocked. The name o f that man was the
great apostle Paul.

Lets begin reading in Romans 7:24, and read through Romans 8: 1-4.

In these verses, Paul tells us about how life was u  nder this law. He says in (
Romans 7:24, * That he was a wretched man_", while living under this law.

He also says, “ My greatest desire was to be delivered fromit ”. And in Verse
25, “he thanks God for being delivered from it .”

This was made possible, when Jesus died on the cros s, and purchased the
church, with His own blood. Then the apostle Peter took the keys that
Jesus gave him, and unlocked the door __ to the kingdom of God upon the
earth, and made it possible, that man’s past sins ¢ ould be forgiven him, by
obeying this key message that was given by Peter on the day of Pentecost,
that we read about in Acts 2. Paul continues on by saying in Romans 8:1,
“I have obeyed the gospel and now | am a free man, a nd now there is no__
condemnation _to those who are in Christ Jesus, and are walking after the
Spirit, and not after the flesh .”

Praise God for This Great Day

Peter has now completed his first assignment from Jesus, and that was to
preach the First key message _ to the Jewish nation. But Peter’s work Is not
over yet. He must also preach the First key message to the Gentiles.
Now, lets turn our Bibles to Acts 10:1-6. Here we r  ead in Verse 1, “A man
who is a Gentile, who’'s name is Cornelius .”

Question - How do we know he was a Gentile?

Answer - In Acts 10:28, It says that“ he was a man of another nation .”

God has now made His decision, that the time isrig  ht, to gpen the door__ of
the church or kingdom to the Gentiles. Lets read Ac  ts 10:5, what God tells
Cornelius to do. He says “* Send men to Joppa and call for one, Simon,
whose surname is Peter. ”

There is a great truth again revealed in this verse . Did we notice it ? “God
told Cornelius to call forone man " (not12 men) .

We read in Acts 10:34-35, where Peter begins his se  rmon by saying, * Of a
truth | perceive that God is no_respecter of person s, but in every nation he
that feareth God and works righteousness, is accept  ed with Him .” We then
read in Acts 10:48, “ he then ended his sermon by commanding __ them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus .”

At this time in our study, there is something very important that we need to
talk about.



Question - How many doors __ will a single key unlock?
Answer - ONE DOOR.

Question - What happens when we use another key  on that same door?
Answer - |IT WILL NOT UNLOCK IT .

Question - What was the key message _ that was given to these believing
Jews from the apostle Peter?
Answer - “ Repent, and be baptized for the remission of sins, and then
you will receive the qgift _ of the Holy Spirit .”

The Key Message Unlocked The Door To God’'s Kingdom, And

3,000 Souls Entered In .

Question - Do we really believe that God’s word is true, and will last until

the end of time?

Answer - There are millions, and millions, of relig ious people today who
do not practice _this to be a true saying. For example - the
apostle Peter said to the believing Jews, to “ Repent, and be
baptized for the remission of sins .”

Question - What does the majority _ of religious preachers and teachers say
about the truth of God’s word, th  at Peter has revealed unto
the world?

Answer - Listen carefully to what they are sayingt  oday. Believe and say

the sinners prayer , and at that moment you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

Question - Is this the key that Jesus gave to the apostle Peter?
Answer - NO, IT IS NOT.

Question - Will it open the door ___ to the church?
Answer - NO, IT WILL NOT.

Question - Have we forgotten _ what Samuel said to King Saul, when he did

not do, what God said for himto  do?

Answer - Lets read it again in 1 Samuel 15:22-23,“ When we fail to
hearken unto the words of God. " The prophet Samuel tells Saul,
in Verse 23, “ That is rebellion_, and that is as the sin of witch
craft, and stubbornness is as iniqu ity and idolatry, because they
have rejected the word of the Lord .”

Question - Do we have any scriptures __that tells us that God has changed
His mind about being disobedient  to His word?

Answer - No, We Do Not.

We must give serious attention to Hebrews 10:30-31, “Vengeance
belongeth unto me, | will recompense saith the Lor d. And again, the Lord



shall judge His people.” Verse 31, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.”

God, does not leave us in the dark _on how He feels about disobedience to

His words. It is completely left up to us, whether to believe what God says,
or to disbelieve what God says.

There is another key word _ that we must give attention to in Acts 10:5.“  God
tells Cornelius to send men to Joppa and call foro _ne, Simon, whose
surname is Peter .” Note: God did not call _(for 12 men ) “ He said to call for
one man and his name was Peter .”

Question - Do we need to say more on this subjecta  bout, who had the
keys to God’s kingdom on this ea rth?

| Think Not, But For Me And My House, We Will Stand  On The
Word Of God, And Not On The Words Of Men

In the text in which we are discussing, there has b  een much said by man
On the last part of Matthew 16:19, where Jesus says , “And whatsoever thou
shalt bind _on earth , shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou sha It
loose on earth _shall be loosed in heaven .”

Question - We must understand, who Jesus is talking to in this verse.

Answer - Jesus makes it very plain who he is talkin g to in Matthew 16:
16-18. If we will read these verses with an open mind, we will
know the truth on the subject that  we are studying

Question - In Verse 19, is Jesus statement, addres ___sed to the 12
apostles or to Peter only _?
Answer - To answer this question, lets start at Ver  se 15. “ Jesus said
unto them , (them here means, the 12 apostles ), but whom say
ye that | am ?” We then must turn our full attention to Verse 16,
“and Peter answered and said, thou art the Christth e Son of
the living God .”

Question - Who answered _ Jesus?
Answer - Peter Did! (notthe 12)

Now we must listen closely to what Jesus says in Ve  rse 17. " Jesus

answered and said unto him__.” ( Note - not the 12 ). Jesus even calls__ him by
name, So There will be no confusion to whom Jesusi s talking to. Lets

notice what Jesus says, “ Blessed art thou Simon Bar-jo-na” ( Note - not
The 12 ). Now we must note what Jesus says in Verse 18.  “Thou art Peter .”

Jesus leaves no doubt in our minds who He is talkin g To. “ Jesus says thou
art Peter”, ( Note - not the 12 ). Now in Verse 19, we should all know by
now that Jesus’ words are directed only __ to the apostle Peter. ( Note - not
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the 12 ). Notice how Jesus begins Verse 19. He says , “ | will give unto thee.
This word “thee_" is used in the singular__, and not in the plural, which means
that Jesus’ words are still addressed to Peter only . (not the 12).

Now lets read the rest of the verse. Jesus says, *  And Lwill give unto thee,
the keys of the kingdom of heaven _: and whatsoever thou shalt bind one
earth, shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever tho  u shalt loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven .”

We must notice in this Verse 19, that the_ same pers __on who has the keys to
the kingdom, is the same person who receives the bi nding and the
loosening . We must notice, that Jesus does not make a separa  tion in this
verse, which means that Jesus did not give the keys of the kingdom to
Peter only, and then, give the binding and the loos  ening to all 12 of the
apostles.

This is what most commentary writers say, but pleas e notice Jesus did not
say that. We must not get Matthew 18:18, confused w ith Matthew 16:19.
These are two completely different teachings, in th ese two verses.

In Matthew 16:15-19, the subjectis“ Which one of the 12 apostles, will God
choose to preach “The First gospel sermon to the Jews”, and also the First __
gospel sermon _ to the Gentiles ”, and * Whatever this key message _is, will be
bound on earth, and also bound in heaven, and whats  oever is loosed on
earth will be loosed in heaven .”

We find out what the key message _ was in Acts 2:38, and that the message
which will be bound on earth and heaven, will honor that binding. This
means that the key message _that the apostle Peter gave in Acts 2:38 will be
bound on earth , and no one in heaven will ever change it.  Thank God For
His Unchanging Nature

Now lets read Matthew 18:18, where Jesus says, “ Verily | say unto you,
whatsoever ye shall bind on earth __ shall be bound in heaven: and

whatsoever ye loose on earth _ shall be loosed in heaven .”

We must pay attention to who Jesus is talking to in this verse. We can find
our answer in Matthew 18:1. It reads, “* At the same time came the disciples
unto Jesus .”

Question - Who was Jesus talking to  in Matthew 18:18?
Answer - The 12 Apostles .

Question - What is The purpose of this meeting between Jesus and the 12
apostles?

Answer - The 12 Apostles Wants To Know Who Is The Greatest| n
The Kingdom .
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God begins His teachings to His apostles by First ____ answering their question,
and then continues _ His teaching to them on how to conduct themselves in
this new kingdom, and then teach others who have ob eyed the key
message of the apostle Peter’'s sermon on how to get into this new church.

Jesus tells them in Matthew 18:18, “ Whatever you teach _these new
members concerning the church, will be bound on all those who have
obeyed the gospel, and all those who will obey the gospel in the future, and
the powers of heaven will never change what you bin ~ d. And what you do
not bind on earth, will not be bound in heaven

Please Listen Carefully. We Have Religious Leaders  Today, Who
Bind On Their Followers Things That The Apostles Di  d Not Bind.
This Is Wrong ( Sin ).

There is something that needs to be said. Lets neve  r try to teach others on
any subject, and begin our remarks by saying, “Here Is what | believe”, And
what some one else believes, is not what imparts tr ~ uth. We should always
begin our remarks by saying, “This is what God has t 0 say about it.” And
then be able to tell them the book, chapter, and ve __rse or verses where it is
found. If we cannot do that, then at least, be able to find It in our Bibles,

and then read It to them.

| feel like, there needs to be a summary written on the last two subjects that
is in our discussion, because | realize, that these are very difficult verses, If
we already have our minds made up on what we believ  e.

Lets take Matthew 16:15-19 first. In these verses, we read where God
chooses_to pick one of the 12 apostles, to deliver the key message on how
to enter into this new kingdom of God when It came to this earth, and also
this key message will be bound upon all the world. And whatever the key
message is, it will be honored by all the powers of heaven. And heaven will
not honor any other message, but the message of ent  rance that Peter
preached.

In Matthew 18:18, Jesus’ message is to all 12 apost les, and the message is

pertaining to a completely different subject. The subject is , when people
become obedient believers, and the Lord adds themt o the church, How are
they to conduct themselves in the house of God, and In their daily Lives.
Then Jesus tells the 12 apostles that the instructi ons that you give to them
will be bound on this earth, and the heavenly power s will honor what you
say, and the things that you do not bind on this ea rth, heaven will not bind
them on others either.

For years, every time | would read these verses tha t we have been
discussing, | would wonder how could God, put this much trust in man_,
and say to him, | will give you the Keys to the kin  gdom of God, and
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whatever you bind on earth, will be bound in heaven , and whatever you
loose on earth, will be loosed in heaven.

Now lets read a few verses that will show us how Go  d was in full control of
every word , that the apostles said when they were giving inst  ructions to
others on how to become a Christian, and also on ho  w to live a Christian
life. Lets begin by reading 2Timothy 3:16, “  All scripture _is given by the

inspiration_ of God .”

Question - What does that mean?
Answer - In the Greek, the word “ INSPIRATION” means - God breathed
inspired by God , referring to communication from Diety

Question - Do we have a verse of scripture __ that tells us when this
happens to the apostles?
Answer - Now open our Bibles to John 20:21-22, “The  n said Jesus to
the apostles, Peace be unto you: as  my Father hath sent me,
even so | send you. Verse 22, “And wh en Jesus had said this,
He breathed on them , and said unto them, “Receive ye the Holy
Ghost”. Now lets listen carefullyto ~ Verse 23, “Whosesoever sins

ye

remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye
retain,

they are retained.”

These verses should really help us to see whatisr  eally taking place, when
the apostles are giving Instructions to people, con cerning the kingdom of
God. It is God speaking through the mouth of the ap ostles.

There Is Something Else That We Could Say A Word Or  Two
About Before We End Our Discussion

Question - Did The 12 apostles know__ what the keys to the kingdom was
before Acts 2:38?
Answer - We must read several scriptures to answer this question. Lets
start at Mark 1:14-15. “ Now after that John was put in
prison, Jesus came into Galilee, pr eaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God, saying the time is  fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand: repent ye, and beli _eve the gospel .”

Now lets read Matthew 10:32-33. Je sus said, “ Whosoever
therefore shall confess me _ before men, him will | confess also
before my Father which is In heave n, But whosoever shall deny
me, before men, him will | also de ny before my Father which is in
heaven.”

Lets turn our Bibles to Luke 13:3.  Jesus said, “ | tell you,
nay: but, except ye repent_, ye shall all likewise perish .”
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Then in John 3:3, when Jesus is tal  king to Nicodemus, and
Jesus tells him *  Verily , verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be
born again_he cannot see the kingdom of God .”

And then In John 3:5, Jesus says, “ Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and o__f the Spirit_, he cannot enter

into
the kingdom of God .”

We read in John 8:24 where Jesus sa ys, “ Ye shall die in your
sins: for If ye believe not that | _am he, ye shall die in your sins .”

Now, lets notice what these verses are saying unto us. That Jesus knows
all about the coming kingdom of God, and has reveal ed what the keys to
the kingdom of God are , but the apostles have not understood this. Lets

pay close attention to what Jesus has revealed, con  cerning the keys to the
kingdom of God:

1. The Gospel Must Be Preached. - Mark 1:14-15
2. Hearing Must Take Place. - Mark 1. 14-15

3. Faith Comes By Hearing. - Mark 1: 1  4-15

4. Repentance Must Take Place. - Luke 13:3-5

5. Confession Must Be MADE. - Matthew 10: 32-33
6. Baptism Must Take Place In Water. - John 3: 5

It seems, that the apostles had not _ put the keys to the kingdom of God in
their hearts at this time, because of what Mark 16: 14, says about the
apostles after Jesus’ resurrection from the dead . “Jesus appeared unto his
eleven apostles as they set at meat, and upbraided them because of their
unbelief and hardness of heart.”

Maybe a better example of the apostles unbelief can be found in John
20:25, where Thomas said , “Except | shall see in his hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger Into the print of the nalil s, and thrust my hand into
his side, | will not believe.”

Question - What is the time, from in Jesus life, wh  en these things are
taking place?

Answer - After The Resurrection.

So, this should really help us In our search for ou r answer to the question
DID THE APOSTLES KNOW WHAT THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM WERE
BEFORE ACTS 2:387? | don't believe they did, because they did not even
believe at this time.

Another verse that we can read at this time, that w  ill really help us is found
in John 14:26. Jesus is talking to his apostles and says, “ But the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name,

14



He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance
whatsoever | have said unto you .”

Now, lets Go to Acts 2:1-4, “ And when the day of Pentecost _ was fully come
they were all with one accord _in one place .” ( The 12 apostles ). Now notice
Verse 4, “ And they were all filled _ with the Holy Ghost .”

Here we find John 14:26 being fulfilled. Did we not  ice, when we go to the
scriptures and study with an open mind, how easy Go d can make these
guestions.

Question - Was any one else , ever given the authority to use the keys of
the keys of the kingdom, after Pe ter preached the First
gospel sermon_ to the Jews, and then about ten years later, he

Preached the FEirst gospel sermon__ to the Gentiles?

Answer - Lets again go to the scriptures to find ou r answer. We read in
Matthew 28:18-20 where Jesus said, *“ All power is given
unto me in heaven and earth. Go ye _therefore , and teach all
nations, baptizing them In the name  of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teachin g them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you: An  d, lo, | am with you
always, even unto the end of the wo rld.”

Question - Who was Jesus talking _ to in Verse 19, when He said,
“Goye™?
Answer - The Apostles .

Question - Who was Jesus talking about in Verse 19, when He said,
“Baptize them "?

Answer - Every Obedient Believer In All Nations . ( Brethren, That's
Me, And That's You ).

Question - What_ are we to teach them?

Answer - All Things That | Have Commanded You To Teach

Now, All baptized believers have the same responsibi lity as the apostles

had. Lets read Romans 1:16. We must feel exactly li ke the apostle Paul felt

when he said, “For | am Not Ashamed Of The Gospel of Christ: For

It Is The Power Of God Unto Salvation To Every One  That

Believeth; To The Jew First, And Also To The Greek .”

Lets notice in this verse, that the apostle Paul fe  els the same thing that

God has shared with Peter, and that was to the Jews  FEirst, and then to the

Gentiles.

There is one more verse, that needs to be broughtt o our attention, before

we bring this lesson to a close. And that is, after we have learned the truth,

lets pray the same prayer that Peter and John praye  din Acts 4:29. * Grant

unto thy servants that with all boldness, we will s peak God’s word to

others .”

There Is a saying, that one picture is worth a thou  sand words. Please look
at the next page.
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Jesus by his own mouth, gave the blue prints of this key message in the
gospel for all of us to read. and thenwe read in M atthew 16:19, where
Jesus promised the apostle Peter, that He would giv. e To him only,
This Key Message. The responsibility
that Peter now has, is to preach
the First gospel for man to the
Jews, and then at a later d ate,
God would determine when
the time was right, f or
Peter to preach the First
gospel sermon_ to the
Gentiles. We can read in
Acts the 2 ™ Chapter,
where Peter preac hed
the Eirst key messa ge to
the Jews, and theni nthe
10" chapter of Acts, We
can read where Peter
preached the First gospel
sermon_to the Gentiles.

Listed below is The Blue Print__ that Jesus
gave to Peter. This is the only blue print that
Jesus ever gave. It was given for all
people, this earth. Acts 2:39. This key
message will never change

- Matthew 24: 35, and 1 Peter 1. 25.
Question - How many doors _ will this key Open.
Answer - ONE. The door_ to the church.
Question - What if we left off notch 5 from
key? Would it still unlock _ the door?
Answer - NoO.
Question - What if we left off notch 6 from
key? Would it still unlock  the door?
Answer - No.

1. Mark 1:14, - THE GOSPEL - Must first be preache d.
2. Mark 1:14, - HEARING - Must take place.
3. Mark 1:15, - FAITH - In the Gospel.
4. Luke 13:3 -5, - REPENTANCE - Willing to turn from sin.
5. Matthew 1 0:32-33, - CONFESSION - confess

that Jesus is Lord.

6. John 3:3-5, - BAPTISM IN WA TER - For
re- mission of sins.
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